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Tue following documents, containing a defence of the Brethren’s 
Mission in Jamaica, against certain charges brought against it by 
a Committee of the House of Assembly in that island, are respect- 
fully submitted to the notice of all who honor this periodical with 
a perusal. In giving them this degree of publicity, the Committee 
of the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel, conceive that 
they are merely fulfilling a duty which they owe to their Missionary 
Brethren—to the West India proprietors, by whom they have been 
so kindly assisted—and to their Christian friends of other denomi- 
nations, to whose liberality they are mainly indebted for the means 
of carrying on their extended missionary work in the British 
islands. The Committee trust, that it is unnecessary to make 
any formal disclaimer, either on their own behalf, or on that of 
the authors of the subjoined Remonstrance, of any feelings 
inconsistent with the character they desire to bear, as followers 
of that Saviour, who, both by precept and example, has inculcated 
the duties of patience under reproach, forgiveness of injuries of 
whatever kind, and submission to those who, by His providence, 
are invested with temporal authority. 


REMONSTRANCE OF THE MISSIONARIES OF THE UNITED BRETHREN 
IN JAMAICA, AGAINST THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, ON THE SUBJECT OF THE LATE REBELLION, 
PRESENTED IN APRIL, 1832. 


Tue House of Assembly of Jamaica, have, through the Report 
of the Committee appointed to investigate the causes which led 
to the late rebellion, condemned the preaching and teaching of 
the United Brethren (or Moravians,) as having conduced to that 
calamity, by the a assertion : “The preaching and teaching 


of the religious sects called Beptists, Wesleyans, and Moravians, 
had the effect of producing in the minds of the slaves a belief that 
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they could not serve both a spiritual and a temporal master; 
thereby occasioning them to resist the lawful authority of their 
temporal, under the delusion of rendering themselves more ac- 
ceptable toa spiritual master.” We firmly believe that the above 
charge is without foundation. The preaching and teaching of the 
United Brethren, (or Moravians,) as is well known to all unpre- 
judiced men possessing opportunities for correct observation, 
have a tendency directly opposed to the above assertion. Can 
it be believed, that the doctrine of Curist Jesus our Lonp, who 
humbled Himself to become a servant for our sakes, (for this is 
our theme continually) should render a servant, a slave, unfaithful 
to an earthly master, while studious of pleasing his heavenly 
Master? Do we, indeed, preach that a slave cannot serve his 
earthly and his heavenly Master at the same time? Far be this 
from us. We not only teach submission and obedience to the 
powers that be, as unto magistrates, but we likewise faithfully 
inculcate the Apostolic precept, 1 Pet. xi. 8, “* Servants be obedient 
to your masters, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the 
froward, for Cunist suffered for us, leaving us an example to 
follow His steps; and a refractory servant, should he continue 
disobedient, is as sure to meet with the exercise of church dis- 
cipline, as those who are found guilty of other offences. For the 
further vindication of our character, but especially for the future 
prosperity of our missionary work, we deem it necessary to add 
the following observations, which will show upon what untenable 

rounds the above opinion of the Committee of the House of 
Sclaie has been formed. 

1. The evidence before the Committee was entirely ex parte ; 
not one of our body was examined as to our doctrines or pro- 
ceedings, neither was inquiry made of our friends or constant 
hearers, as to the nature of our public and private instructions, 
and the effect thereby produced on the minds and conduct of their 
slaves. In truth, the Renest was framed in direct opposition to 
the unequivocal oral testimonies of some of the most respectable 

entlemen in the island, who had the moral courage to declare 
their unbiassed sentiments. 

2. As the evidence upon which the Missionaries of the United 
Brethren have been thus publicly condemned, has never been 
published, we presume it could only be derived from private 
accusations of negro-slaves, or, from the admitted, and deeply 
regretted fact, that some of our members were, by listening to 
mischievous reports, for a short time drawn aside from their duty. 
Against the former kind of evidence, we most solemnly protest, 
if any such existed ; for, in common justice, these witnesses should 
have been confronted with the accused party, that the truth or 
falsehood of their statement might have been ascertained; the 
more so as the lamentable habits of equivocation of most slaves, 
especially in times of peril, are well known. 

in explanation of the admitted fact, that a few of our members 
did abandon their employ for a day or two, (without, however, 
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committing a single act of violence,) while the vast majority re- 
mained quietly at their work, the following remarks are necessary. 
The negroes, on several properties in the immediate vicinity of 
those, on which a few of our people failed in their duty, had 
struck work, and, though visited by the military, continued re- 
fractory and did not turn out. Messengers from these properties, 
and even from a greater distance, threatened the more peaceably 
disposed negroes with the burning of their houses, and the de- 
struction of their property, if they continued to work ; and these 
intimidations, added to the assurance that their neighbors, who 
had ceased to work, had not been punished by the military, unfor- 
tunately led them to follow this bad example; which was the 
more easy as all the free people were absent on military duty. 
Credulity was the origin of their offence. They believed the 
current report, that the king had made them free; listened to the 
cajoling of designing negroes, were strengthened in their belief 
by the impunity of their neighbors, and thus became delinquents. 
But they committed no acts of violence, and showed no signs of 
hostility to their owners. 

4. In most of our congregations, however, and those nearest to 
the main seat of rebellion, (New-Carmel, New-Fulneck, Mesopo- 
tamia, Malvern, and Beaufort’s,) not even a single member was im- 
plicated; while some, who did not belong to our Church, and a few 
of those who had been but a very short time under instruction, were 
unfortunately hurried along by the general excitement. Whole pro- 
perties, where the Brethren have been favored to sow the seed of 
the Gospel without restraint, remained perfectly quiet, while fires 
were blazing within a few miles of them, and no military were in 
the vicinity for several days! On one estate, which was left 
entirely deserted by the proprietor’s removing to the town with 
his family, the negroes guarded his house and effects, and were 
determined to defend it to the last, though the rebels burned 
several houses within a mile of them; and the proprietor declared 
on his return, that he had not lost the smallest trifle. Indeed, we 
have been credibly informed, that the rebels declared they could 
make no progress, when they came to the Moravian congrega- 
tions! Many instances of individual fidelity might also be men- 
tioned, from which we select a few. The two negroes belonging 
to Mesopotamia estate in Westmoreland, whose names are regis- 
tered among those who are to receive public rewards from the 
Colonial Government, with three others who helped to secure 
two armed-rebels, are members of our Church, and received from 
the resident missionary the passport with which they conducted 
their prisoners to Savanna-la-Mar. 

On another property, a rebel of some notoriety was apprehended 
by the exertions of the helper, and several members of the Church! 
Another communicant member conducted himself so well during 
the revolt, that his master intends giving him his freedom! An 
estate could also be mentioned, where we have only a single 
member, and he alone stood firm, when all the rest absconded! 
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Not to multiply instances, we will mention but one more. A 
member of our Church secured his own daughter, and placed her 
under the immediate eye of his master, a gentleman of known 
kindness and humanity, because she had made use of some sus- 
picious expressions ! 

5. Our Helpers, or native assistants, being particularly noticed 
in the report, as having assisted in bringing about the late awful 
calamity, by an abuse of their office, it is necessary to advert to 
the charge in a particular manner. Without dwelling further on 
the fact that a number of free persons, themselves slave owners, 
sustain the office of helpers, several of whom received the 
warmest commendation from their officers for their conduet in 
the ranks during the late rebellion, we shall notice the meritorious 
behavior of our slave helpers. One was left in charge of his 
master’s house and effects, all the time he was absent on military 
duty, and he maintained his post manfully and faithfully, although 
there was no military force for several miles round, and the rebels 
who were within a mile of him, had, it is affirmed, offered a reward 
of thirty dollars for his head! Another helper took care of his 
master’s house as long as he could, and when overpowered by 
numbers and taken prisoner, he contrived to make his escape, 
and to give very useful and accurate information of the numbers 
and position of the revolted slaves. His wife, also a helper, 
managed in the meantime to secure a great part of her master’s 
furniture and effects in her own house. On another property, it 
was principally by the exertions of the helper, (not the driver,) 
that the negroes were induced to turn out to work again, after 
having struck for a day or two!—The helper on Williamsfield, 
St. James's, lamented that there were not ten like-minded with 
himself on his master’s property, for, said he, “ had there been 
so many with me, my master’s property would never have been 
burned.” And when the rebels, from twelve to fifteen in number, 
came from the adjacent estate, brandishing their mascheats, he 
went down to meet them, demanding their errand, and when they 
ordered him away, raising their mascheats against him, he bent 
his neck toward them, to show he was not to be intimidated, 
while others, who had been considered trustworthy, withdrew to 
save their lives. We have not any doubt, that to the firmness 
and good conduct of the helper at Irwin, together with the watch- 
ful anxiety of a few others, may be attributed the stand made by 
that estate, against every attempt of their unfaithful neighbors to 
injure or destroy the owner's property. Of the rest of our helpers 
much might be said, to insure for them the praise and esteem of 
all who rejoice in the good effects produced by Christian instruc- 
tion, but we forbear. There was but one exception, and this 
man, being himself beguiled by others, deceived us and proved 
unfaithful by absconding. On repeated examination, even he, 
however, declared the entire innocence of the missionaries, and 


— to the last in asserting that he had brought all upon 
if! 
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6. How little we deserve the charge made against us, will also 
appeer from the fact, which can be fully substantiated, that on 
the breaking out of the insurrection, several proprietors sent 
some of their principal slaves to the neighboring missionary, to 
esk his advice in their critical situation ; and that without excep- 
tion the negroes on those properties remained quietly at their 
work, though the incendiaries were not many miles distant from 
them. 

7. Mr. Pfeiffer’s trial by a court martial on the charge of 
seditious preaching, forms a prominent feature in the late insur- 
rection. The improper and incomplete statements concerning 
that trial which have gone forth, may perhaps have left a shadow 
of doubt as to hie innocence, on the minds of some persons, who 
have only cursurily perused the minutes of the trial, &c., and in 
order to obviate this, the following remarks are offered. All the 

entiemen of the bar were at the time on military duty, and Mr. 

feiffer, who was entirely ignorant of the proceedings of a court 
martial, very naturally made several material omissions which 
might have proved fatal, if he had not had such a number of wit- 
nesses in his favor. When the court was opened on Thursday, 
January 12th, and afterward adjourned to Monday 16th, he was 
not aware that he could have donendul a copy of the charges 
against him, and therefore this was not obtained. In this uncer- 
tainty he met his trial on Monday, January 16th, with such wit- 
nesses as he had hastily summoned on vague rumors of the charge 
to be brought forward, but not at all prepared to meet any specific 
accusation. But even in this unequal conflict, truth prevailed, 
and he was acquitted! It should further be known, that Mr. 
Pfeiffer, on account of the state of his health, was obliged to 
close his defence much sooner than he would otherwise have 
done, for he had at least ten witnesses still in attendance, and 
might have summoned many more. Again, how preposterous 
was the charge against him! that he had in open church, before 
hundreds of people, among whom were free persons, themselves 
slave owners, told the negroes they were free, thus exposing 
himself to immediate detection and punishment! But this charge 
was distinctly disproved ; and if Mr. Pfeiffer had been aware of 
the nature of the evidence, he could have proved that Robert 
Wilson, though he showed himself a few times on the mission- 

remises, never put his foot in the church !—Sutton declared he 

ad heard Mr. Pfeiffer express seditious sentiments about six 
weeks before Christmas in an evening meeting, when it afterward 
appeared in evidence, that he (Sutton) had not been in the church 
for the space of two years! and this might have been fully con- 
firmed. And what was the character of the witnesses against 
Mr. Pfeiffer? Sutton, a prisoner in irons, was escorted by a 
company of militia to Mandeville from the place of his confine- 
ment, gave his evidence against Mr. Pfeiffer, was taken back to 
his former quarters, tried, convicted of having excited to rebellion 
the slaves on Elim estate, (one of the estates on which Mr. Pfeiffer 
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labors,) condemned, and shot! Robert Wilson is strongly pet 
to be a runaway slave, though calling himself free, and of having 


stirred up the negroes on Lancaster estate to revolt; and we now 
know, that, on the day and at the time, when he professed to have 
heard Mr. Pfeiffer preach freedom to the slaves, he was several 
miles distant, on a property where his mother and family are all 
slaves. Both of these witnesses were doubtless perjured in 
asserting their freedom. The two other witnesses were women 
from Glenhead; one had been excluded from the Church, for 
gross immorality ; and the other was so sensible of the falsehoods 
she was uttering, that she did not once hold up her head ; thereby 
eliciting the question from the Court, whether she was afraid Mr. 
Pfeiffer would do her any harm. Besides, (which is not inserted 
in the official report of the trial,) she flatly contradicted her fellow- 
servant, asserting that the latter had not been at church, on the 
day she declared she had heard Mr. Pfeiffer tell the negroes they 
were free. In reality Mr. Pfeiffer did much to restore tranquillity, 
and it was by his persuasions that the negroes at the Bogue, who 
struck work for a few hours, returned to their duty, on receiving 
the assurance that they would be protected by the military against 
any ill-disposed negroes. 

8. The United Brethren possess the unequivocal testimonials 
of some of the most respectable proprietors in the island, in fact 
of all those who are intimately acquainted with their system of 
religious instruction. They have already published some of these, 
and now annex a few others. 

[Here follow letters containing the most decided and honorable 
testimonies to the docts.ne, character, and conduct of the Bre- 
thren’s Missionaries in Jamaica, from the followin ntlemen— 
M. Farquharson, Esq., clerk of the peace, and of £ vestry in 
St. Elizabeth's; James Miller, Esq., senior magistrate of do., and 
retired colonel of the regiment; L. H. Evelyn, Esq., collector of 
His Majesty's Customs, at Savanna-la-Mar; Dr. Anderson, also 
a magistrate; James Campbell, overseer on Y. S. Estate; and 
several others. Similar testimonials had been previously inserted 
in the Jamaica Courant and Kingston Chronicle, from a yet 

reater number of resident gentlemen, including the Custos of 
Se Elizabeth's, Major-General Robertson, and seven other magis- 
trates, among whom are, W. Farquharson, H. Scott, W. F. 
Cooper, and W. Lidyard, Esqs.] 


The following additional particulars, relative to the behavior of 
the helpers belonging to the congregation at Irwin-hill, in St 
James's parish, which, it will be recollected, was the principal 
scene of the late destructive insurrection, are given in a letter 
from Brother Light, the resident Missionary, to the Secretary of 
the Society. 

“ Connected with our congregation at Irwin-hill, there are five 
negro helpers, (or assistants:) and I can boldly affirm, that all of 
them did ‘their duty to their earthly masters’ at that eventful 
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period, and exerted themselves to induce others to show similar 
faithfulness. The good conduct of Andrew Hall, the helper on 
Williamsfield estate, being specially referred to in our Remon- 
strance, I pass it over, and proceed to state my conviction, that 
the old communicant John Hall, and the helper William Hall, 
(the head cartman,) with a few other members of our Church, 
were the principal means of saving Irwin estate. These men, by 
their earnest exhortations, and their keen looks cast on the unfaith- 
ful and irresolute, —_ a spirit of emulation among their 
fellow-servants, so that for the space of four days and five nights, 
during which they were left entirely to themselves, men, women, 
and children were all on the alert, having their tubs and pails 
filled with water, to extinguish any fire which might be kindled 
by the disaffected in the darkness of the night. On Kirkpatrick 

all estate, I had no resident helper, but the few negroes belong- 
ing to our Chureh behaved as well as the best. At Worcester 
estate, where the works, I regret to say, were burnt down by the 
misguided negroes, the helper, Richard Dickson, maintained his 
integrity, and did his best to save his master’s property. This 
man, for faithfulness in business, industry, and attachment to his 
wife, the mother of nine children, is scarcely to be equalled by 
any negro I have met with. Since the suppression of the revolt, 
the overseer has made him head-driver, as a reward for his exem- 
plary conduct. 

“At Tryall, the helper, an elderly man, during the absence of 
the white people, went his rounds, watching the stores and sugar- 
works, and admonishing the negroes to do their duty. Two of 
our members, young people, behaved nobly, and to them the safety 
of the dwelling-house and hospital is chiefly, if not entirely, to 
be ascribed: I know that their faithfulness has been honorably 
noticed to their master by the manager of the property. The 
remaining helper lives on Fairfield estate,—where there are 
negroes of almost every denomination, Churchmen, Methodists, 
Baptists, and Moravians ; and some who are quite indifferent to 
spiritual things. Here all behaved well—and therefore, I hope, 
our helper will come in for his share of the credit due to all, for 
their faithfulness and attention to the interests of their master. 
For the correctness of the above facts, I venture to pledge myself; 
and I might mention others, to prove, that our helpers have 
generally diplayed a character, the very opposite of that attributed 
to them by the Report of the Coramittee.” 


It is very pleasing to learn from the Report of the Jamaica 
Branch of the Ladies’ Negro Education Society, published last 
April—* That, on the various properties in Manchester, St. Eliza- 
beth’s, and Westmoreland, where slave schools have been estab- 
lished, order prevailed during the progress of the rebellion, and 
many instances of fidelity occurred.” ‘The same we may add was 
the case in most, if not in all the districts in St. James’s and 
Trelawney, where the slaves are taught, or suffered to learn, to 
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read the word of Gop. They were easily kept to their duty, or 
persuaded to return to it. 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER JOHN ELLIS. 


“ Fairfield, March 31st, 1832. 


“ Dear Brotuer,—Although I have to-day nothing particularly 
pleasing or interesting to communicate, I cannot allow the packet 
to sail without a few lines conveying to you a friendly salutation 
from your brethren in this island, and the intelligence that we are 
all tolerably well in health, and that our Mission-premises have 
hitherto remained uninjured. The outrages committed on the 
property of our fellow-laborers of other denominations have, as 
you may easily suppose, affected our minds with horror and with 
grief, and called forth our warmest sympathy in behalf of the 
banished Missionaries, and the negro congregations, who have 
been deprived of their services, and of all public means of edifica- 
tion. We trust that the proclamation of the Governor will, by 
Gup’s blessing, prevent the repetition of scenes so disgraceful. 
We live indeed in awful times. 

“The state of our congregation at Fairfield is still such, as to 
cause us to mourn rather than to rejoice. Some of our people, 
whose credulity in believing the report that the negroes had 
been made free by the Government at home led them to draw off 
from their work, still keep at a distance from us, and others are 
not permitted by their masters to attend. At the celebration of 
the Lord's Supper, a few days ago, we had, in consequence, 
scarcely 50 persons present, instead of about 240, which is the 
average number attending from the north and south divisions of 
our flock. Our public auditories on Sunday are likewise much 
reduced, though not in the same proportion. What our Lorp 
intends to teach us by allowing the enemy thus far to prevail, we 
cannot as yet discern, but our conviction remains unshaken, that 
whatever He permits or ordains must be for the gond of His 
Church and people. The negroes themselves seem for the most 
part very desirous to come to church, but, since the late disturb- 
ances, they have in general had no time allowed them, except 
on Sundays, to provide themselves with the necessaries of life. 

“L have requested a friend in Kingston to send you some files 
of the Courant and Kingston Chronicle, that you may be made 
acquainted with the attack which has been made upon us by some 
ill-disposed persons, and the public justification of ourselves and 
our labors, to which we have deemed it needful to have recuurse. 
For the kind, and, in some instances, unsolicited advocacy of our 
friends, in the several parishes to which our labors are confined, 
and especially for their published testimonies in our favor, we feel 
truly grateful to them. We want no praise, but we do earnestly 
desire to be permitted to prosecute the work committed to us by 
our gracious Lorp, and hitherto blessed by Him, far beyond our 
expectations or deserts. 
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“ April 27th. 
“I forget whether I mentioned in my last to you of the 17th, 
that I had had a conversation with our worthy friend Mrs. r, 


on the subject of your proposal that the Canaan school should be 
removed to New-Bethlehem, near Malvern, and that she was quite 
willing to accede to it. On the land belonging to us at that place, 
there is a dwelling-house, which is, however, much out of repair. 
The Ladies’ Education Society were kind enough, at their last 
meeting, to grant us 20/, to fit it up as a school-room and teacher’s 
dwelling, and Mr. Miller has undertaken that the work shall not 
cost more than that sum. As soon as we find a suitable teacher, 
the school may therefore be opened. Preparations are also in 
progress for ihe erection of a building, to be used as a school- 
room and chapel. The expense of this undertaking, you are 
aware, is, in a great aeenhy gemnsen for by funds ra in this 
island by our kind friends. attendance on the neighboring 
estate of Malvern, where one of our number performs divine 
service every alternate Sunday, continues encouraging. Last 
Sunday, nearly 500 negroes were assembled, a larger number 
than we had at Fairfield. A report having been circulated, that 
measures had been taken to apprehend every one who should 
attend church on that occasion, many were deterred from coming. 
In the evening of that day, I had the joy to receive your welcome 
letter of the 10th March, for which I beg you to accept our sincere 
thanks. Its contents were truly encouraging to us, as previn 
the cordial and affectionate interest which our dear brethren an 
friends in England take in all our circumstances, whether of a 
joyous or grievous nature. 

“ Brother Zorn, who left us on the 19th, has, I am sorry to 
say, again been ailing. He had a full chapel at New-Fulneck on 
Easter Sunday, and a pretty large company on Good Friday. 
Brother and Sister Pfeiffer have gone on a visit to New-Carmel. 
His health is still precarious, 


“ May 10th. 

“I think I mentioned in one of my late letters, that we had 
met with and purchased a place in lieu of the Beaufort school, 
which you recollect had to be taken down. Petherton, the name 
of this new purchase, is in a situation far preferable to the one 
on which the late school-room stood, being considerably elevated, 
containing about fifteen acres of land, with one large and one 
smaller building; the land planted with guinea-grass, « good 
spring of water, and plenty of bread-fruit and other useful plants 
upon it. It is well suited to become one day or other a regular 
settlement. The price is only 2001. currency, (about 140/. ster- 
ling,) the greater part, if not all of which, will be subscribed by 
our friends in this country, and we have the materials of the old 
building ready to put up whenever we have the means, and it is 
doviand, advisable. 
Vou. IV.—56 
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“ July 7th. 

“ Your kind letters of the 19h of April and 17th of May, have 
come safely to hand; and, together with other tokens of the 
Christian remembrance and sympathy of our Brethren and friends 
in Europe, have us to continue firm at our post. 
Meanwhile you have proba 
which our Mi 
Honorable House of Assembly, on the subject 
made against us by their committee, in a Report, which 
doubtless attracted general attention in Englund. We hope that 
you will find nothing improper either in the matter or the manner 
of our defence; for we are not conscious of having written in 
anger, or with any of disrespect toward our coloniel 
rulers. Yet we thought it right, that those who are not personally 
acquainted with the character and effects of our labors, should be 
enabled, by the statement of a few facts, to judge for themselves, 
in how far the serious imputations referred to, are or are not well 
founded. In the journals of this island, we have as yet published 
only a short epitome of this document, which we trust may not 
altogether fail of the desired effect. 

«Phe congregation at Fairfield, as well as those belonging to 
New-Carmel and New-Fulneck, seem to be returning to 
former settled course. Many of the negroes express great sorrow, 
that they were foolish enough to believe the unfounded reports 
which were in circulation at the time of the late revolt; and 
others declare, that if their neighbors had not threatened to burn 


down their houses if they remained faithful, they would not have 
stopped work for a single hour. Some, however, though I am 
happy to say not very many, have embraced this opportunity, to 
leave their ee partners in life, and form new ¢ ons. 


All such will of course be exelu'ed from our fellowship. 

“ The charge of the congregation at New-Eden has been under- 
taken by Brother and Sister Reakewitz,—and Brother Pfeiffer, 
who has been suffering severely from ill-health, has removed with 
his wife to New-Carmel. Brother Zorn is again indisposed from 
an attack of fever. The climate of Spring-Vale does not seem to 
agree with his constitution: whenever he goes on a visit, for 
change of air, he invariably derives benefit from it, but on his 
return, he generally experiences a fresh attack. If our finances 
would but Son of the erection of a dwelling-house at New Ful- 
neck, it would be in every respect a great advantage to the 
mission. Our worthy friend, Mr. M. harson, is gone to 
the awed States, for the benefit of his health ; he has been very 
unwell. 

“ Our day-school in the Savannah (at Somerset) is at nt 
more prosperous than at any former period. About 50 children 
are now in attendance, and on the days appointed for their cate- 
chization and instruction in Christian doctrine, a considerable 
number of free brown adults are present, several of whom have 
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become members of Sur congregation, and appear to maintain a 
Christian walk and conversation. Our school at Fairfield, for 
young slave-children, is likewise quite as numerous as I have ever 
nown it. There are 16 who remain day and night with the 
teacher, the parents sending them the needful provisions. Our 
~ services, every alternate Sunday, at Malvern, continue to 
frequented by great numbers :—on that estate, and on most 
of the neighboring ones, the negroes continued steadily at their 
work during the late disturbances. Mr. Miller speaks of making 
the proposed building 64 feet long by 34 in width. The old 
dwelling-house has been meanwhile repaired, to serve as a school- 
room and a dwelling for the teacher. ‘The congregation at New- 
Eden is still suffering from the effects of the late troubles; very 
few of the mountain negroes come to church, but we are not yet 
able to ascertain, whether they are kept back by their owners, or 
whether they are afraid tocome. The attendance from the Bogue, 
and the surrounding estates, is very satisfactory. Requesting a 
continued interest in your prayers, | am, &c. 
“Joun Extis.” 


FROM BROTHER JAMES LIGHT. 


“ Irwin-Hill, June 18th, 1832. 
“Dear Baotuer,—My two last letters will, if I recollect 
right, contain an answer to most of your inquiries relative to this 
congregation. In regard to the remainder, I am sorry that want 


of time will not allow me to enter into as many -particulars as I 
could wish. ‘The iesurrection in these parts is indeed suppressed, 
but its baneful consequences will, I fear, be long felt by all classes. 
The very heavy ard almost incessant rains, during the past month 
or six weeks, have rendered out-of-door labor most distressing, 
especially on those estates on which the sugar-works have been 
destroyed. Religion is, in general, the last thing thought of: 
some are prevented from attending at the house of Gop by ex- 
cessive labor, others by shame and disappointment. Our Sunday 
services are but thinly attended, and latterly, we have not seen 
above half the number of our people; indeed, they can scarcely 
come at present. ‘Lhe making of sugar, instead of finishing on 
most estates around us in May, will continue for a month longer 
on all the injured properties. Irwin estate is well off :—the crop 
was over last month, and the people rejoice that they refrained 
in the evil day, from joining their deluded countrymen. 
. “James Licut.” 


FROM BROTHER FP. RICKSECKER. 
“« Mesopotamia, April 10th, 1832. 
“Dear Brotuer,—Frequent attacks of indisposition have 


rendered me of late an indifferent correspondent: I trust, how- 
ever, you have received an occasional report of our situation and 
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proceedings, from our ted colleague, Brother Ellis. Our 
diary for last year, which I herewith forward, will give you further 
details relative to the progress of the mission at this station. 
During the late troublous period, we shared, as you may suppose, 
in the anxiety and distress so generally prevailing throughoat the 
whole of the county of Cornwall, but we were mercifully 

served from all actual injury. While martial law contin in 
force, my wife and myself were the only white persons on this 
estate, or, indeed, in the whole neighborheod. From the 30th 
of December we saw ourselves in imminent danger frem the pro- 
gress of the work of destruction around us : yet it was a satisfaction 
to us to perceive, that all the negroes belonging to this property 
continued quietly at work, and conducted themselves throughout, 
in the most exemplary manner ; instead of yielding to the solicit- 
ations of certain emissaries, sent to seduce them to rebellion and 
violence, they apprehended two of the party, who ventured to 
come to the negro-village, and of whom one was provided with 
combustible materials. Every day, during this period of alarm 
and suspense, I went about the estate, to see if all was quiet, and 
was gled to find, that the two first gangs of negroes had made 
arrangements for keeping watch at night, at the great house, 
the works, the bridge, the public road, and our own dwelling. 


Hundreds of women and children from the mountains, meanwhile, 
left every thing, and took their flight to the Bay, spreading terror 
wherever they went. As no negro was permitted to leave home 


without a passport, I had to write hundreds of certificates to 
enable them to travel to their provision-grounds and to the Bay. 
I may truly say, that the Lorp helped us graciously through all 
our triels and difficulties; for a long time our meetings were 
regularly held, but I have latterly found it expedient to omit our 
evening services, in consequence of the strong prejudice every 
where prevailing against them. Our daily family devotions are, 
however, still attended by some of the negroes. The Lorp alone 
knows how things will end, and to Him we earnestly aad con- 
fidently ounisend tile own cause. 

“ At this place we have to experience various hinderances in 
the missionary work, incident to our peculiar sivwation, and truly 
pee tne ieceanieres it is found preeticable to remove 

station to as pro - The suger-harvest, 
which unfavorable weather wad dieeaiatenenontadls very 
much protracted, prevents many of our people from coming to 
divine service; and we cannot but be apprehensive, lest many, 
on whose hearts the word of truth appeared to have made a 
salutary impression, should again relapse into indifference. Pray 
for us, that we may not grow faint-hearied, but be enabled to 
persevere in the work committed to us by our gracious Master. 
“P. Ricksrcxer.” 





FROM THE WEST INDIRS. 


ANTIGUA. 
EXTRACT OF THE DIARY OF GRACEBILL, FOR 1892. 


March 6th. Arter a tolerably quick passage from St. Kitt's, 
Brother and Sister Shick, and their two children, landed at St. 
John’s, and met with a cordial welcome from the Brethren and 
Sisters residing at Spring Gardens; and on the 9th, ‘they arrived 
safely at Gracehill, thankful for all the goodness and mercy that 
had followed them thus far, and earnestly desiring that their 
services may be made a blessing to this large congregation. 

April 10th. Brother and Sister Coleman, and their infant son, 
pursuant to an appointment to exchange places with Brother and 
Sister Thraen, came hither, and, on the 12th, the latter proceeded 
to town. This week we were busily engaged in spalioue with 
the communicants of the Leeward division, with 36560 of whom 
we partook of the Holy Communion on Palm Sunday. In com- 
mencing the reading of the history of the Passion-week, on this 
day, and while we sung hosannas to our Redeemer, our hearts 
were —— affected by the awful fact, that from the lips of the 
same multitude proceeded the exclamation, “ Save, Lorn, we 
beseech thee,” &«. and the horrid ery, “ Crucify him, crucify him !”" 
Convinced of our own unfaithfulness to the Man of sorrows, we 
fervently prayed that the spirit of grace and of supplication might 
be poured out on us and on the whole Church, that looking with 
true contrition on Him whom we have pierced, we may receive 
a new impression of His dying love, and become more crucified 
unto the world, and the world unto us. 

We continued the reading daily, and had the satisfaction to see 
a good attendance at the meetings. On Thursday, Brother Shick 
rode to English harbor by request of the people, and kept two 
meetings in a school-house of the Methodists, which were well 
attended by our own people and by strangers, who heard, with 
attention and thankfulness, the history of the last sufferings of 
our Lorp. 

It was our intention to hold a service on Good Friday, at Mount- 
joy, but the alarming illness of Brother Shick’s eldest child pre- 
vented it. His disorder was a putrid sore throat; but by Gop’s 
blessing on the medical means employed, he was restored to his 
parents, as if from the dead. Our three services on Good Friday in 
the church were crowded to excess, many had to stand without, 
more than 2,000 must have been present. Brother Coleman 
preached from Isaiah liii. 11. “‘ He shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and shall be satisfied.” 

The remaining services of this season inspired us with the hope, 
that the Gospel of Him who was delivered for our offences, and 
raised again for our justification, would assuredly prosper in the 
thing witewenté it is sent. Would to Gop, we had no reason to 
fear, that in some it would prove a savor of death unto death ! 

29th. After the public preaching, those who had been admitted 
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to privileges in the Chgrch during our ecclesiastical year, assem- 
bled for their usual love-feast, al neatly dressed in white. Re- 
flecting on the peculiar frailty of many of those, whe thus sacredly 
pledge themselves to love and serve the Lorn, we earnestly 
admonished them to watchfulness and prayer; to desire, as new- 
born babes, the sincere milk of the word, that they may grow 
thereby, and, becoming strong in the grace of our Lord Jusus 
Curist, steadfastly to resist the temptations of the world, the flesh, 
and the devil. Their numbers were : baptized adults 12, received 
members 27, and communicants 40,—Total 79. 

May 6th. After conversing with the widows during the week, 
we participated in the joy which pervaded their hearts on their 
memorial-day. Eighty-six were present, a larger number than 
usual, who, beside attending the ic services, had a love-feast 
and homily, in the latter of which the peculiar privileges and 
duties of those who are widows indeed, were set before them, 
amidst @ bleased feeling of His presence who is the Judge, Father, 
aad Friend of those who wait Him. We afierward shook 
hands with them, and pensieed duain hearty thanks. 

On the same day we publicly excluded three persons from our 
fellowship; two for adultery, and one for wilfully mangling his 
own hand. The testimony of his fellow-slaves and his master, 
maifiy eshinuidusiuny-ankvqneinpeyhe-cqpentens st he 
reality of his wi and, according to ex i 
aiied present, the influence of the devil over him. He eut off 
two of his Gagers himself. He said he struck six or eight blows 
with the hatchet on the steps of the ma t's door. The am- 
putation of the hand was found requisite. hen we represented 
his conduct to him, he wept bitterly, especially when we admon- 
ished all present to avoid the loose insubordinate practices 
of poor William. 

10th. Heving obtained for a few days the loan of a horse from 
Spring Gardens, we spent most of day among the sick and 
infirm on different estates, whe were glad to see us. Being near 
Mountjoy, we went to the church, and beheld with regret the 
ruin which enve it. The stone walls of the church are much 
injured, and all the doors, shutters, and window frames are de- 
stroyed by wood-ants, The boards of the roof and flooring are 
still good, and if we could obtain a title to the place, it would soon 
excel our other country stations, being pleasantly situated ia 
the very centre of large estates, and on that account, in 
great facilities and advantages fur the daily care, instruction, oat 
inspection of a cong i 

‘The demolition of our old church, and the erection of a new 
one having proved a great expense to our Missionary fund, as 
well as destroyed our gardens, and thrown the premises into 
disorder, we have ourselves done what we could to prevent an 
augments \on of our yearly account, by daily a with hoes, 
hatchets, rakes, &e., to clear away the rubbish, and lay out, and 
fence in, seme spots for gardens. Our burial-ground, planted 
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with guinea-grass for our horse, we have had to fence with log- 
wood and cassia, to keep out the famishing cattle that stray about 
the barren hill around us. Scarcely a week passes without their 
breaking in at night, and eating up all before them, an injury of 
which we complain, without obtaining any redress. Thanks to 
our heavenly Father, this thirsty country has been refreshed 
some passing showers, but, owing to our proximity te Monksh 
by which the clouds are divided, we are often without rain, while 
our neighbors north and south are replenished. Cold winds 
about this time prevailed, and bad colds and sore throats have 
been the consequence. All the members of our Mission-femily 
heve suffered more or less from this influenza, amd the Brethren 
were for some days unfit for duty. 

June 8th, Friday. This day our respected Governor a ted 
to be kept sacred, exhorting all classes, in a printed a , to 
solemn prayer and fasting, that Gop in mercy may preserve us 
from the cholera. Agreeably thereto, the negroes were exonerated 
fronwlabor, and our church was twice filled, attention and concern 
strongly marking the countenances of the auditory. Brother 
Shick preached le Jer. iv. 1, “ The destroyer of the Gentiles 
is on hie way ;"’ showing, that as Nebuchadnezzar was raised up 
by Jenovan to chastise the eastern nations, and the people of 
Israel in particular, so certain was it, that the destructive pesti- 
lence now walking about at noon-day, through many countries, 
indicated the avenging Gop, to whose oo judgments our 
public and private sins loudly i us to be equally ob- 
noxious. No di ition of heart, therefore, could be more befitting 
our present condition, and our apprehensions concerning futurity, 
than that of David, as feelingly expressed in the 51st Psalm. 

The second service was held by Brother Coleman, who, after 
prayer, and reading part of Jer. vii. preached from Ps. cxix. 175, 
Let my soul live, and it shall praise thee, and let thy judgments 
help me.” 

oth, Whitsunday. On this blessed day, when the Spirit was 
poured out on all flesh, when the law of the Lorp went forth out 
of Zion, and the word of the Lorp from Jerusalem, we united in 

irit with the Christian Church in thankfully commemorating 
he werk of Gop our Saviour in us by His Spirit. 


llth. Notice having been a that we intended to consecrate 


our church on the ensuing Sunday, every nerve was strained to 
complete it, and to make a for this solemnity. We 
were also = from Wednesday morning to Saturday night, 
conversing with and instructing our new people, and candidates 
for baptism, amounting to nearly 400. 

It was to us a delightful consideration, that we had unconsciously 
appointed Trinity Sunday, June 17th, a memorable day in our 
Church, for the above-mentioned ceremony. On this day we had 
an opportunity of witnessing the cordial interest manifested by 
the members of our other congregations toward their Brethren 
and Sisters at Gracehill, many of their number being with us, 
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beside many respectable colored and white people. We need 
not speak of the concourse of people present on this occasion, 
but we must bear testimony to the order that prevailed. Service 
commenced at eleven o'clock. After the singing of a hymn and 
the doxology, followed the consecration prayer and sermon by 
Brother Harvey. © that the impression evidently produced on 
all present by his truly scriptural discourse, and the solemn ear- 
nestness of his thanksgivings and supplications, may be abiding! 
Brother Shick then read our Easter-morning Litany, it being 
expressive of our sentiments respecting the manifestation of the 
blessed Gop, as Farner, Son, and Hoty Guost, in the n 
of Cunist, reconciling the world unto Himself. A cheerful love- 
feast concluded the solemnities, which was kept by our venerable 
Brother Newby, whose joy to meet so many members of our five 
negro flocks united together in love, and to congratulate them on 
what his eyes were favored to behold, was only equalled by the 
love and respect manifested by the congregations for their oldest 
teacher. We wish we could transmit to you an equally gratifyin 
account of liberal contributions then made; the sum collected 
amounted to only about 20/. currency. It must, however, be 
recollected, that the property of the people of Antigua has under- 

one a considerable diminution since they came forward with 
their hundreds of pounds for Mountjoy, Newfield, and Cedar-Hall, 
a circumstance which we still remember with gratitude. 

Commending ourselves to the brotherly remembrance and 
prayers of all our British friends, we are, &c. 
J. J. Surecx, J. Coreman. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER J. COLEMAN. 


“ St. John’s, March 2Ath, 1832. 


“Dear Brorner,—lIn regard to the negro congregation be- 
longing to this place, I am thankful to declare, to the praise of 
our merciful Saviour, that we have on the whole cause to rejoice 
over its progress in spiritual life. The Lorp is still in the midst 
of us, as the refiner and purifier of His Church: the good Shep- 
herd who seeks the wandering sheep, and the faithful and true 
witness, who makes known to His people the good and a 
will of Gop, and by his Holy Spirit guides them more and more 
into all truth. I wish with all my heart that your eyes could 
behold what is passing in our co gation here, and that you 
could hear the a of both ‘ald and young ; you would be 
convinced, that, notwithstanding the infirmities of all, and the 
lukewarmness of too many, there is a most encouraging work of 
= going forward among the members of our Church, and that 
the cause of our Master is far from declining among us. 

“The appointment which Brother Wright has received, to 
undertake the superintendence of the Mission in Tobago, rendering 
various changes expedient among the members of our conference, 
a proposal has, among the rest, been made to my dear wife and 
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myself to remove, at least for a season, to Gracehill, where, owing 
to the extent of the work, and the largeness of the congregation, 
some further assistance is much wanted. I need hardly say, that, 
though we feel it our duty to obey this direction, we shall leave 
the work of education at this place, in which we have been 
hitherto specially engaged, with great regret. Yet I am per- 
suaded it will suffer no loss in Brother Harvey’s hands. In 
sending you my last report concerning it, I am thankful to state, 
that our day-school continues to flourish and to maintain its 
numbers ; and that, in connexion with our Sunday School, there 
are eighteen branch schools on estates, entirely for the benefit of 
the dave children. The Tuesday evening meetings for the 
children are well attended here, even by respectable whites, and 
prove truly instructive and edifying to all. 

“The Christmas festival, which continues three days, was @ 
season of holy joy; all the public meetings being enlivened by 
the cheerful voices of the children, who had learned suitable 
hymns. The last holiday was exclusively for them, when the 
church was crowded to excess ; it is computed that nearly a thou- 
sand children were present, who set us an example of true Christ- 
mas joy, and, both in their singing and their examination relative 
to the birth of our Saviour, acquitted themselves much to the 
satisfaction ofall present ; after which they partook of a gratuitous 
love-feast. A few days before, we had distributed rewards among 
the boys and girls, including Bibles and Testaments, and other 
religious works, which were received with many thanks to us and 
to our benevolent friends in England and Ireland, whose generosity 
is already productive of fruit to the glory of Gop. Some who 
have learnt to read, and who have left the school, conduct them- 
selves with propriety, remember to attend their delightful meet- 
ing at church, and come as often as they can; I believe that the 
number who read well in the Bible and Testament, exceeds the 
numbers mentioned in any of my former statements. 

“ It will be gratifying to the friends of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society to learn the increasing success of Mr. Thomson in 
Antigua. Beside reviving and remodelliyg the Antigua Auxilia 
Bible Society in St. John’s, and its Branch Society at English 
Harbor, he has been able to form twelve associations among the 
slaves upon estates; and last night a meeting was held in our 
church, attended by upward of a thousand persons, of all colors 
and classes, who manifested the greatest attention to the interesting 
speeches of Mr. Thomson and others. On this occasion many 
expressed thie hope, that they would not be found behind the most 
active, in subscribing for Bibles and Testaments for their own 
use, and for that of their fellow-men, im this and other parts of 
the world. 


. “J. Coreman.” 
Vou. 1V.—57 
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EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER B. HARVEY. 
“ St. John's, May 4th, 1832. 

“Dear Brotuer,—By Gop's mercy, we have at length com- 
pleted the buildings and the repairs of our Mission-premises at 
St. John’s, which have occupied so much of my time and attention 
during the past year, and occasioned me more anxiety than I can 
express. Most thankful shall I be, to have it now in my power 
to devote myself more exclusively to the proper object of my 
calling, the preaching of the Gospel of Curist, and the spiritual 
oversight of the numerous company of negroes, forming this 
congregation, in conjunction with my fellow -laborers. e sin- 
cerely regret the very great expense, which has been incurred by 
means of these alterations, but according to the best of our insight, 
it was impossible to avoid it. Even at the present time, after 
the outlay of so many hundred pounds, we can hardly consider 
our dwellings to be in a perfectly secure state; there are several 
which would offer but a slender resistance to a shock of an earth- 
quake, or the blast of a hurricane; but we do not intend to give 
way to anxious fears on this account. The new buildings we 
have erected, are a bed-room for our own use, a dining-room for 
our mission-family, and a school-room of very considerable di- 
mensions, which has long been greatly wanted for the instruction 
of our children and young people, who are considerably more 
than 1,500 in number. Before the foundation of this structure 
could be laid, it was necessary to clear the ground of several 
small tenements, making, at the same time, a compensation to 
the occupiers. Other circumstances tended also materially to 
enhance the expense of this useful work. On every account, 
therefore, I hope we have done with building for the present. 

“ From Brother Wright, who left us for Tobago, about six weeks 
ago, I have received a letter dated Montgomery, April 11th, of 
which the following isanextract. ‘To the praise of our gracious 
Lord and Saviour, whom wind and seas obey, I am able at length 
to announce to you the event of our safe arrival in this island. 
From St. Lucia to Barbadoes we had a dreadful passage ; I could 
scarcely have conceived it possible, that so high a sea could rage 
between these islands. The awful effects of the hurricane in 
Barbadoes, which are still visible, can be described by no pen. 
None but the Lory Himself knows what our poor Brethren and 
Sisters have had to suffer. We found them dae with their 
own hands, ina way that I could not behold without being deeply 
affected. Brother Zippel and his wife have been living in a 
miserable négro-house. They have a temporary sanctuary, in 
which I had the favor to preach to a numerous and attentive 
auditory, and I assure you it was with a warm heart.’” 


“ May 5th. 
“ On Easter Sunday last, our place presented a most lively and 


encouraging scene, tending much to the comfort of all the Mis- 
sionaries at this place, and to the revival of our hopes concerning 
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the progress of the Gospel among the colored and slave population 
of this island, cmahiie as we learn that in our country places, 
on the same occasion, a like interest was manifested. The ser- 
vices usually held in our Church on Easter-day, were omitted last 
year on account of the disturbed state in which this colony was at 
that time ; but this year, we felt ourselves at liberty to hold our 
Easter meetings as usual, much to the joy of our people. The 
meetings during the week for the reading of the Passion-history, 
were numerously attended by our people, and by strangers ; and 
we hope that many experienced, that His flesh is meat indeed, 
and His blood drink indeed.’ And ‘as it began to dawn toward 
the first day of the week’ our church and premises began to be 
crowded with people from the town and from the neighboring 
estates, eager to hear of the glory that should follow the sufferings 
of Curist, ‘that He should be the first that should rise from the 
dead—the first-fruits of them that slept, and should show light 
unto the people, and to the Gentiles." The church and the new 
school-house, (which was opened for the first time on that day,) 
were filled at three several services during the day, and yet ‘our 
nets could not contain the multitude of fishes; there were so 
many.” I could hardly refrain from tears, when I heard the 
joyful and earnest expression of one of our Missionaries, that 
‘it gave new life to him,’ to see the crowds of attentive hearers. 
And after the anxious days and nights I have passed, whilst build- 
ing the school-house, it cheered and encouraged me to hope that, 
for the sake of these souls, in this ‘region of darkness and 
shadow of death’ the Lord of the harvest will raise up friends, 
to deliver us from the burden which this building, and thet of the 
Church at Gracehill, and the general expenses of the mission, will 
bring upon us. It was to me a solemn spectacle to behold, ‘ early 
in the morning,’ in our burial ground, such a lively representation 
as I have never before witnessed of that awful time, ‘ when all 
that are in the graves shall hear the voice of the Son of Gop, and 
shall come forth; when the multitude of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, and stand upon their feet, an ex- 
ceeding great army.’ 
*O then among that number, 
May these His call obey, 
Who the bands of slumber 
To view a glorious day.’ 

“The school-house was opened for the instruction of children, 
on Easter Monday, with prayers, supplications, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, and has since been attended by the average 
number of 160 children, I am persuaded that a much larger 
number will be in constant attendance (beside Sunday scholars,) 
when more regular measures can be taken for their instruction ; 
which I shall endeavor to accomplish, after I shall have finished 
my writing for the present packet. The school-room is 50 feet 
by 32, with another room at the end, of 18 feet by 16 for evening- 
schools, for the instruction of adults, &c.” 
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« July Mth. 


“ You inquire about the validity of negro marriages as solemnized 
in our Church. Some years ago, as you are probably aware, 
they were deemed unlawful, so that the attorney-general of the 
island himself cautioned Brother Newby against the performance 
of the ceremony. In those times, the promise of the parties to 
be faithful to each other, was taken of considered binding, and 
exclusion from our fellowship necessarily followed the breach of 
such an engagement. Now the banns are regularly published, 
and the marriages solemnized in our Church. 

“You will have been already informed of Brother and Sister 
Shick’s arrival with us from St. Kitts, and of their having, in con- 
junction with Brother Coleman and his wife, undertaken the charge 
of the congregation at Gracehill. May an abundant blessing rest 
on their united labors in that extensive field. 

“B. Harvey.” 


FROM BROTHER Cc. F. KOCHT®.- 


“ St. John's, February 27th, 1832. 

“Dean Broruer,—Though our congregation last year ex- 
perienced some decrease, owing to the exclusion or secession of 
several members, I am thankful to say, many others have applied 
for admission, and not a few of the excluded are returning. We 
were last week oceupied in speaking with the new people, of 
whom 980 attended. There were among them about 66 who 
came for the first time. The meetings, an the public ser- 
vices on Sundays, are well attended ; yet we wish to see a larger 
measure of grace prevailing. On our last penyer Sey 7 adults 
were baptized, and 16 were received into the congregation: 48 
at the same time became candidates for baptism or reeeption. 
All the services were crowded.” 


“ June 13th, 1832. 

“On the Lith instant we had the pleasure to receive a large 
supply of missionary and other publications, for which we beg to 
express our sincere thanks. The perusal of them affords us real 
encouragement, to persevere in the Lornp’s name in the important 
and arduous work, to which He has called us. When I looked 
over the lists of contributions to our General Mission Fund, the 
West India and School Funds, and that for the restoration of our 
ruined premises in Barbadoes, I could not refrain from shedding 
tears of gratitude, and invoking a blessing from the Lorp upon 
our British friends, who, notwithstanding the pressure of the times, 
have so generously supplied our wants. This is indeed the Lorp’s 
own doing. The expense which we have been obliged to incur, 
for the accommodation of our ne flocks, and the prosecution 
of the work of instruction, has been a source of no small dis- 
quietude to every member of our conference. And yet it would 
have been still more considerable, had not Brother Wright suc- 
ceeded in obtaining assistance of various kinds in the erection of 
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the church at Gracehill. Thus several hundred pounds were 
probably saved, by the permission granted by Mr. Gilchrist, to 
quarry as much stone as was required, on his land adjoining that 
settlement; and perhaps a still larger sum, by the gratuitous 
carting of building-stones, which was performed by the negroes 
on the neighboring estates, with the kind consent of their masters. 
In St. John’s, we had none of these advantages, and the outlay 
has therefore been proportionably greater. Yet I trust there will 
be no occasion to repent of it. Our school-house has already been 
of great service to us, not only by the atcommodation afforded to 
our numerous schools for both sexes, but also by the facilities 
presented to the holding of an occasional service on Sunday, 
when our church cannot contain the number of negroes that flock 
to it. Sometimes, indeed, the number in attendance would have 
filled a third building, if we had been provided with one. 


“C. F. Kocures.” 
FROM BROTHER 5S. WRIGHT. 


“ Gracehill, January 31st, 1832. 

“Dear Brotuer,—Though suffering from a severe attack of 
intermittent fever, which scarcely allows me to hold a pen, I am 
anxious, before I quit this place, and enter upon the service of 
the Mission in Tobago, pursuant to my appointment, to give you 
a short account of the work of the Lorp in this neighborhood, 
and the progress of the repairs, in which we have reluctantly 
been compelled to engage. — will have heard of the prepara- 
tions for the erection of a new church, and have been satisfied, 
I trust, that this undertaking was one of absolute necessity. I am 
glad to be able now to report, that the building is nearly finished, 
and that the prospect of soon possessing a roomy and commodious 
place of worship, fills the hearts of all our faithful members with 
joy and gladness. I wish you could hear their expressions of 
gratitude to their benevolent friends. They have begged me 
over and over again not to forget, when I write, to send ‘ home’ 
their assurances of thankfulness. Of the old church not a vestige 
is remainjpg, as we were obliged to choose a different site, a site 
in every respect safer and more appropriate than the former. All 
the materials which had not mouldered away, were made use of 
in the erection of the new building. The expense, I fear, will be 
considerable; but I do not see how any portion of it could easily 
have been avoided. In regard to one article in the original estimate, 
I may venture to say a very material saving has been effected. 
The carting of the materials to our rugged hill, no one would 
undertake for less than about 240/. sterling. Toavoid this heavy 
charge, I engaged to look after it myself; and by going from 
estate to estate, I was so fortunate as to get the work done for 
little more than the gratuities given to the workmen employed. 
With the prospect of such an improvement in our Mission-premises, 
and such increased facilities as will be afforded for the due care 
of our numerous congregation, you may easily believe, that I feel 
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much at the prospect of quitting this place. But our Master 
commands, and I feel it to be my duty to show willing obedience. 

“ The work committed to us, I am thankful to say, has mean- 
while not been standing still. We have experienced that the 
Lonp’s blessing has rested on our feeble endeavors to preach His 
Gospel, and to teach those who have been baptized in His name, 
all things, whatsoever He has commanded us. The children have 
had their share of the instruction imparted, and the blessings 
enjoyed. 

“ I should still notice the ceremony of laying the corner-stone 
of our new church, which took place on the 30th of August, in 
presence of a large concourse of persons of all classes. This 
solemnity was conducted in the manner customary among us, 
with the singing of appropriate hymns, including the Te Deum, 
the offering up of fervent prayer, and the delivery of a short 
address. I wish you could have heard the acclamations which 
ascended from the hearts and lips of the multitude assembled. 
In conclusion, we commend ourselves to your brotherly inter- 
cession at the throne of grace, in reference to the service in 
which we are about to engage. S. Wricut.” 


FROM BROTHER &. BRUNNER. 


“ Gracebay, February 10th, 1832. 


“My Dear Brotner,—I proceed to answer the questions con- 
tained in your last, relative to the order of our weekly meetings 
at this place. On Monday and Tuesday we have none; on Wed- 
nesday evening there is a public service, which, however, the 
children, new people, and candidates for baptism, are more par- 
ticularly expected to attend. Beside the delivery of a short dis- 
course, the time is partly occupied in the recitation of hymns and 
texts of Scripture, by the children. On Thursday we meet for 
the perusal of the Holy Scriptures; and on Friday, after a short 
address, which is open to all who choose to come, there is a par- 
tieular meeting for the communicants, concladed by singing and 
prayer. The attendance on these services varies considerably 
as to numbers, nor will this excite surprise, when the cireum- 
stances of the majority of our people are taken into consideration. 

“Our school has for some time past been taught by a female 
member of our congregation, whose sister had resigned the 
charge of it; and I have reason to be satisfied with her faithful- 
ness in the performance of her duty. One of our former scholars, 
who keeps an evening school on the dismantled plantation Doigs, 
assists her on Sundays in the instruction of the children. We 
have, likewise, a zealous and well-qualified teacher on Harvey's 
plantation, who instructs the children under eight years of age, 
during the middle of the day, and the elder ones in the evening. 
We are, therefore, not without encouragement in this depart- 
ment of our labors. 8. Brunner.” 
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ST. KITTS. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER G. ROBBINS. 


“ Basseterre, June 19th, 1832. 

“Dear Brotuer,—Your welcome letter of the 2d May, came 
safely to hand four days ago, and by the same post we had the 
pleasure to receive a letter from our Elders at Berthelsdorf, an- 
nouncing the appointment of Brother Kochte, of Antigua, to the 
service of this Mission. We shall receive him in Christian love, 
and with the prayer, that the blessing of the Lonp may attend his 
labors among us. 

“ About three weeks ago, our late highly-respected Governor, 
Major-General Maxwell, sailed for England. A few days previous 
to his departure, he called upon me, saying that he wished to do 
something for our new settlement, in token of his regard ‘for the 
Mission, and that if we would accept of the labor of a good 
mason for 200 days, he would send us one. The offer being 
thankfully accepted, his Excellency sent us a negro, whose freedom 
he had some time ago purchased, on condition that the man should 
by degrees repay the sum advanced for this purpose, by the sur- 
plus produce of his own labor. The value of the service thus 
rendered to us, we estimate at about 45l. currency, or 20/. sterling. 
We have, in consequence, been enabled to proceed with the 
building of a kitchen and small pantry, a most useful and desirable 
addition to the mission-house at Profit, and which I hope will now 
be completed at a very moderate expense. Brother Seitz reports 
that there is an increasing desire after the word of life among the 
negroes in that neighborhood, and that the hall of the new house 
is crowded with attentive hearers every evening. May the seed 
thus plentifully sown fall into good ground, and bring forth 
abundant fruit. 

“ The 30th May having been set apart by the Colonial Govern- 
ment as a day of fasting and humiliation before ALmicury Gop, 
whose judgments are so manifestly abroad in the earth, it was 
observed throughout the island generally, in the most devout and 
solemn manner, and we have reason to believe, that the various 
services were made the means of blessing to many souls. In our 
church, we met three times for public worship, and each time 
there was a larger concourse of persons than the building could 
contain. The same was the case at Bethesda and Profit. 

“‘ Brother Hoch, I am sorry to say, is suffering much from sore 
eyes, and appears, on the whole, to be in a declining state of 
health. He is at present alone at Bethesda, and must remain so 
till we obtain our new assistant. Remember us in your prayers. 

.“G. Ropsins.” 
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BARBADOES. 
EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER J. TAYLOR. 


“ Sharon, December 14th, 1831. 


“ Dear Baorner,—We feel truly = for the kind interest 
you take in our circumstances since the late awful visitation, and 
fervently pray the Lonp, abundantly to bless all those who have 
contributed or may still contribute to the rebuilding of our ruined 
churches and dwellings at Sharon and Mount Tabor. We have 
repaired Brother and Sister Morrish’s part of the dwelling-house 
in a temporary manner, and now use it for our public services and 
schools, leaving out the partitions, which were carried away by 
the storm. After examining our fallen church, with a view to 
erect the school-room, we found the pitch pine frame-work, and 
window-frames of the same materials five inches square, almost 
destroyed by the wood-lice; the boards on the roof, and shingles, 
are also quite decayed ; only the rafters and floor are good, the 
latter having been laid by Brother Brunner, in 1825. e have 
now taken it up, to preserve it from the very heavy rains which 
have fallen since the hurricane. The church was 53 feet by 30 
feet, with stone walls at both ends, to the plates; the sides were 
of wood. We purpose first to erect the school-room, 20 feet by 
30 feet, with a double roof, and partitions to make one room 20 
feet by 15, for the boys, and another the same size, for the girls. 
We shall be obliged to make it mostly of new materials. The 
servants’ house, stable, chaise-house, and cow-house, have been 
covered in with the old materials, and the best of the rafters and 
floor kept toward the school-room. As the wood is liable to be 
eaten by the wood-lice and ants, and stones are very difficult to 
be got in our neighborhood, we propose to build the church of 
brick—the dimensions to be 50 feet by 40 feet, with three roofs ; 
the wall to be 9 feet to the plate; the roofs hipped. This will 
make it rather larger than our old one, which we think desirable, 
as our congregation is on the increase. We have observed that 
the brick buildings in Bridgetown have not suffered so much by 
the hurricane as the stone ones; and therefore we think it would 
be cheaper in the end. When the school-room is finished, we 
intend to use it as a temporary church, then repair Brother Mor- 
rish’s . roma and both families move into them, till our part 
of the house, which is at present very unsafe, is put into order. 
The wind has been very high for some weeks ; so that at night 
we have had but little rest, the walls being cracked in many 
places. Last week, one of the props was blown down. Our 
faith is weak, having lately witnessed such awful scenes; yet, 
we trust we can say, that, “ though faint, we are still pursuing ;” 
believing that our gracious Loxp, who has hitherto spared our 
lives, will continue to keep His protecting hand over us, His poor 
unworthy servants and handmaids ! 
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“ The wages of carpenters and masons are still very high, as 
all thosc who are able, are endeavoring to raise their own fallen 
dwellings and sugar-works ; few workmen are to be had for less 
than a dollar per day, beside meat and drink ; and good ones 
demand a dollar and a half. We have only hired one earpenter 
as ye and our two domestics work with him; Brother Morrish 
and myself direct them, and work as well as we can, and as our 
time will permit. Lumber has been very high, but is now some- 
what cheaper. O may our Saviour give us the needful health 
and wisdom, to carry on the work which now devolves on us, 
according to His mind! Brother Morrish endeavors to make 
himself useful, and I am truly thankful for his assistance. Brother 
Zippel is indefatigable in his exertions for the well-being of the 
Mission in Mount Tabor, where he has full employment for his 
time and abilities. Last week I had a letter from Brother Ellis, 
in Jamaica, bringing 25,000 dollars from the inhabitans of that 
island, for the suflerers here. 

“TI am happy to say, that our meetings at Sharon are well 
attended, and, since the hurricane, we have observed many 
strangers. At our last speaking with the new people, 50 came 
for the first time, requesting their names to be put down. One 
said—* I came to seek my salvation among you.” Brother Mor- 
rish and myself go alternately, every other Saturday morning, to 
Mr. F.’s estate, to preack. The negroes appear very attentive ; 
but, though invited to come on Su to Sharon, we have seen 
none here as yet. We must sow in hope. We have requested 
one of our negro assistants, living at Cobham’s, to visit them, as 
she has some relations there. 

“I have been busy ascertaining the number of our congregation 
at the close of the year; in the course of which, I find that 57 
adults and 44 children have been baptized at Sharon; 12 received 
or re-edmitted as members of our Church ; 27 admitted to the 
holy Communion. The number of departures has been 44; of 
these, 23 were occasioned by the hurricane. Our congregation 
consists at present of 232 communicants; 209 baptized adults ; 
and 178 baptized children. ‘These, with 118 candidates for bap- 
tism, 208 new people and excluded, give a total of 1036 souls 
under our care. Continue to remember us, and our dear negro 
flock, at the throne of grace.” 


“ January 27th, 1832. 

“Dean Brotner,—Owing to the continued high price of 
lumber, and the demand for artizans of every description, we 
have hitherto contented ourselves with purchasing materials for 
the school-room, which we shall begin building next week, if the 
workmen keep their promise to come. We wish, if possible, to 
finish it, and repair our dwelling-houses, before the hurricane 
season seis in this year. You may rest assured that we shall 
endeavor to lay out the funds committed to our care, for the 


rebuilding and repair of our two settlements, to the best advan- 
Vor. 1V.—58 
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tage, as far as our judgment goes, and we frequently pray the 
Lonp to give us the needful wisdom for the performance of this 
duty, and to grant to all who have so generously contributed the 
needful means, an abundant measure both of temporal and eternal 
blessings. 

“I am sorry to inform you, that our dear Sister Morrish’s health 
is very indifferent; the doctors say she will never be well in this 
climate, and advise her to seek for a change ; but she says, she is 
convinced of her call to Sharon, and does not wish to return to 
Europe. The rest of us are at present well.” 


“ February 2th. 

“My last to you was of the 27th ultimo, since which time 
nothing very particular has occurred, except the laying of tho 
corner-stone of the new church at Mount Tabor, on the 2Ist 
instant. The attorney, and manager, and the Rev. Mr. Gittens, 
the Rector of the parish of St. John’s with several other neigh- 
boring proprietors and ladies, were present; also all the negroes 
at Haynesfield, and some from other estates. This transaction 
was performed with the accustomed solemnities. The masons 
adjusted the stone during the singing of the verse,” 

“ All self-dependence is but vain, 
Curist doth our corner-stone remain ; 


Our rock which will unshake® stay, 
When heaven and earth are fled away.” 


The service was concluded with prayer, and the singing of another 
hymn. 

“The building will be 52 feet long, 38 wide, and 9 feet high 
to the plate, with three roofs; the stone walls for the wooden 
frame of the dwelling-house, are finished: and they are getting 
on with the frame work. There will be a good cellar below. 
The church is to be built of stone, from the ruins of the old 
buildings. We are now raising rock and burning lime, and 


preparing the frame of our school-house here at Sharon, and 
hope soon to commence.” 


“ March 26th. 

“Tam happy to be able to inform you, that the rebuilding of 
our ruined settlements in this island is now in progress; the 
dwelling-house and new church at Mount Tabor, are in a forward 
state, and we are to-day shingling the new school-house, at Sharon. 
By the Lorp’s mercy we are all in good health, with the excep- 
tion of Sister-Morrish. The state of our congregation continues 
encouraging, our little room for the meetings being two small 
for our communicants. At the last speaking, we separated our 
congregation into the leeward and windward divisions, and, on 
the 18th, enjoyed the holy Communion with the former, intend- 
ing to celebrate the same with the latier next Sunday. The 
Gospel continues to be heard, with great attention, at both places, 
and also on the different estates where we have permission to 
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preach. For some time past, one of our number has gone to 
Mount Wilton every alternate Sunday, at seven o'clock. I was 
there yesterday morning, and had the favor to address between 
300 and 400 attentive hearers. Brother Wright preached at 
Sharon to a crowded auditory, and was listened to with great 
attention. He and his wife arrived with us on the 19th instant, 
from Antigua, on their way to Tobago. They sailed for that 
island this morning, on board the brig, the Duke of Clarence, 
Captain Fenwick, who very kindly gave them a free passage 
from Carlisle Bay. We were greatly refreshed by the visit of 
this dear Brother and his wife, and our fervent prayers attend 
them, that our Lorp may grant them health, and every needful 
grace to serve the negroes in that island, with the Gospel. 


“ May 1st, 1832. 

“ Dear Brotruer,—lI am thankful to report that the Passion 
and Easter seasons have proved a time of much spiritual refresh- 
ment to us and our negro flocks. Our services, throughout, were 
well attended, and many strangers came and listened with great 
devotion. Since Easter, 1831, there have been 63 adults baptized 
at Sharon; 4 received into the congregation; 41 admitted to the 
holy Communion. At Mount Tabor, there have been 13 bap- 
tized or received, and 6 admitted to the Lord's Supper. Our last 
individual speaking with the new people, candidates for baptism, 
and excluded, was attended by 319 negroes: and, on Sunday last, 
10 adults were baptized, and 4 re-admitted to church fellowship ; 
one of whom, the negro-woman Charity, from Cobham’s, had been 
excluded in May, 1799. I was much affected to hear of the de- 
parture, at Berlin, of my dear Brovher, and former fellow-laborer, 
J. L. Stobwasser, with whom I spent so many happy hours in 
Antigua. He was still in the prime of life, and in the midst of his 
career of usefulness ; but the Lorn has seen fit, doubtless for wise 
and gracious reasons, to take him to Himself. May I too be 
found ready to meet my Saviour, whenever He shall please to 
call me hence, and meanwhile may I continue to labor in His 
strength, and feed daily on the merits of His death.” 


“ May 21st. 

“In my last to you, I stated our intention of sending our little 
son, John, to England for education, and we have now agreed for 
a passage for him on board the Colonist, Capt. Smith, the lady of 
that gentleman kindly promising to take charge of him. We 
should have been disposed to ask permission of our dear Brethren 
in Germany to bring him home ourselves, both in consideration 
of the lameness of our dear child, and the precarious health of 
the mother; but as there is so much work to be done in the 
present state of our mission, we think this would have looked like 
a desertion of our duty, in a season of peculiar difficulty. The 
doctors encourage us to hope, that the more bracing air of Eng- 
land will tend to strengthen his weak limbs. His general health, 
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1 am thankful to say, has been good. It is a great trial to us both, 
and especially to his dear mother, to part with him, as he is so 
helpless ; he has been a great comfors to her, during the frequent 
absence from home which my duties have latterly occasioned, and 
she will feel the loss of his company much. It is our earnest 
prayer, that both he and our dear James may live to our Saviour ; 
and in this case, even though we should not see them again in this 
world, we may meet them in heaven, and be able to say, ‘ Here 
are we, Lono, and the children whom Thou hast given us.’ 

“We are still very busy restoring our ruined premises. We 
hav~ finished our sehool-room except the painting ; and have built 
a new and airy bed-room for Brother and Sister Morrish, which 
they now occupy. We are also repairing the shattered walls of 
our dwelling-house. On examining them, we find them excessively 
cracked ; and are more and more thankful to our heavenly Father, 
for the preservation of our lives during the hurricane, and for the 
shelter which has been provided for us during the past nine 
months. ‘The walls proved to be cracked from one end of the 
house to the other—only one large corner-stone kept it upright ; 
if the tempest had lasted a few minutes longer, I believe the whole 
structure would have fallen on us and on above fifty persons who 
had taken refuge with us. We hope to get our dwelling-houses 
in order before the commencement of the hurricane-season, and 
are doing all we can to make them secure and convenient. 

“On the 16th instant, we kept a solemn fast-day, by command of 
our respected governor, on which occasion we united with all the 
inhabitants of this island, in imploring the Lorp to preserve us 
from the fearful malady, which has caused such a loss of human 
life in the old world. Brother Morrish preached at Mount Wilton, 
and I at Cobham’s, early in the morning, and at noon we had 
service in our own school-room. Every where we had crowded 
auditories, and at Sharon, there was a second service for those 
who could not gain admission to the first. Brother Zippel had 
likewise two services at Mount Tabor. I am sorry to say, he is 
at present very unwell with debility, loss of appetite, and other 
symptoms, brought on, I have no doubt, by anxiety and fatigue 
during the progress of the work in which he is engaged.” 


“June 15th. 

“ Your last kind letter enclosed one from our elders at Herrnhut, 
containing a call for Brother and Sister Morrish to enter into 
the service of the mission in Antigua. This proposal, you may 
believe, was equally unexpected to them and to us; yet they 
have accepted it with cheerfulness, as out of the hand of the Lonp, 
particularly as Sister Morrish’s health, though far from restored, 
is such as to afford hopes of her prolonged usefulness in the 
missionary field. We shall be truly sorry to part with our dear 
fellow-laborers, with whom we have shared joy and grief, during 
the short but eventful period of their service in this mission. In 
the rebuilding of our ruined settlement, Brother Morrish has 
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rendered the most useful assistance, and I shall therefore miss 
him daily. We proceed with the repairs of our dwelling-house, 
and hope, ere long, to have the whole in a thoroughly habitable 
state. Our newly-built school-room, which we use as a temporary 
church, is much too small for our congregation. Last Sunday, 
106 communicants partook with us.of the holy Communion, 6 for 
the first time. This was only one division of our negro flock, 
the other will meet for the enjoyment of the same privilege a 
month henee. A large proportion of the bricks sent us, are 
already arrived, and, therefore, we hope soon to commence the 
erection of our new church. 

“I lately spent a Sunday at Mount Tabor; and had the joy to 
see the temporary chapel crowded with attentive hearers. Our 
dear Brother and Sister Zippel had just been able to remove into 
their new house, from the hut which they had inhabited, with 
their little son, during the last nine months. What gratitude do 
we owe to our gracious and ALmionty Lorp, for the preservation 
of life and health which we have experienced in the course of the 
past year; and how greatly are we indebted to those kind bene- 
factors, whom He was pleased to raise up in the time of our 
utmost need, for the generous aid they have so cheerfully afforded. 
May the Lorp in His mercy reward them. 


“J, Tayzor.” 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER J. G. ZIPPEL. 


*“* Mount Tabor, December 13th, 1831. 


“ Dear Brotuer,—In my last letter I mentioned to you, that 
we intended to put up a temporary chapel, adjoining our present 
dwelling, which would be 34 feet by 10. This building is now 
finished. On the 7th of October, we had service in it for the first 
time ; this was the general fast-day, and the number of hearers 
was so great, that the greater part of them had to stand outside. 
How thankful were we, after being deprived of a place of wor- 
ship for almost four months, to find ourselves again assembled, 
and enabled to feed together upon that word, which nourishes our 
souls unto life eternal! 

“From the date of the hurricane to the 7th of October, divine 
service was performed for some weeks in our dilapidated hall, but 
as it became dangerous to assemble between the cracked walls, 
the manager’s house at Haynesfield was kindly offered for the 
purpose. Now, we are able to go on much as usual in our Mis- 
sionary labors, and I am happy to say, that this severe visitation 
of the Lorp has not failed to impress upon the minds of many, 
who before were careless, the necessity of watching and praying, 
since they know not at what hour the Lorp may come. 

“Hitherto there has been no opportunity afforded us on any 
estate, to bring the Gospel into the houses of the negroes, with 
the exception of one, where I have permission to instruct the 
children in the morning, out of crop-time. I lately got acquainted 
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with a gentleman who is himself the owner of a small property, 
and attorney for several estates, and as he appeared to be well 
disposed toward the cause of missions, I ventured to ask for 
leave to visit his negroes. ‘To this he replied, he should be glad 
to see me; but, as he should like himself to be present when I 
came, he would give them time for that purpose on Saturdays, 
having first arranged matters with his overseer. I have not seen 
him since, but still hope to obtain the desired permission. Much 
good might be done in this way, if we were allowed either to 
preach or visit on the neighboring estates; and I trust, the time 
is not far off, when these difficulties will be removed. Our 
evening meetings are better attended, which encourages us to 
persevere—to sow and to plant, in the hope that in due season 
the Master of the vineyard will caase His blessing to shower down, 
as the small rain upon the tender herb. It was very pleasing to 
perceive that the recommencement of our evening school caused 
great joy to the scholars, whose number is from 40 to 50. Some 
of them have made very good progress, and will soon, I hope, be 
able to read in the Bible, though they commenced reading only 
18 months ago. 

“ Our plan of building is that customary in Antigua, which we 
believe to be better adapted to withstand the force of a hurricane, 
than the one formerly adopted. We intend to erect a wooden- 
frame house, the doors and windows provided with strong bars, 
with a cellar below, which will be constructed as solidiy as pos- 
sible, so that, in case of a hurricane, it may serve as a place of 
refuge, for which purpose the beams of hard wood will answer 
very well. As we do not find any other suitable spot, but that on 
which the former dwelling-house stood, we shall have to clear 
away the rocks and rubbish, which will be troublesome and ex- 
pensive ; yet we are glad to be able to use the walls of the kitchen 
and provision-room again, which want nothing but the roof; and 
our temporary chapel is large enough for the present.” 


“ April 30th, 1832. 
“Dear Broturr,—You will have been informed by Brother 
Taylor, that the ceremony of laying the corner-stone of our new 
church was performed on the 21st of February, which day the Lorp 
was pleased to make a day of special blessing to us and our negro 
congregation. ‘The work has since been proceeding repidly, and 
we hope soon to be able to announce its completion. The size 
of the chapel will be 52 feet by 38. Our dwelling-house was 
begun on the 14th of the same month, and, both these works 
being in progress at the same time, you will readily suppose that 
I have had abundant occupation for my time and thoughts, and 
that my hands have likewise had their full share of employment. 
Yet, by Gop’s mercy, I have been hitherto preserved in a pretty 
good state of health. 
“Though I am obliged to write to-day in great haste, I cannot 
refrain from relating to you an incident connected with the corner- 
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stone of our new church. A short time previous to the hurricane, 
we were busy preparing some building-stones, on the premises of 
one of our neighbors. One evening while thus employed, I hap- 
pened to meet at this place a negro, hoary with age. He readily 
entered into conversation with me, a circumstance which gratified 
me the more, as there was but one negro from the same estate 
belonging to our church. Having related to me with some self- 
complacency, various particulars of his past sinful course of life, 
I began to speak to him of the love of Jesus. He listened to my 
words with great attention and evident interest, and seemed pecu- 
liarly affected at the thought, that the only way of procuring sal- 
vation for sinners, was by the blood-shedding and death of the 
Son of Gop. On taking leave, he promised faithfully to make a 
better use of the short time that might yet remain to him here 
below, and to come to church as often as he could. He kept his 
word, and has not only himself become, through divine grace, a 
genuine convert to the faith of Curist, but also a preacher of 
righteousness among his countrymen. Having a superior station 
on the property, he avails himself of it, to invite and encourage 
the negroes to come to church, and hear something of that Saviour, 
who laid down His life to save their souls: and, I am happy to 
say, that not a few have been already awakened through his instru- 
mentality. Many and delightful have been the conversations I 
have had with him, and he seldom forgets, in the course of them, 
to allude to the blessed hour, when, at the well near his Master's 
house, he first heard the glad tidings of the love of Jesus. On the 
occasion referred to, as we were conveying the stones, which had 
been hewn, home to our premises, the cart broke down, and they 
were left in a heap on the road side, not far from our mission- 
house. It so happened, that during the progress of our prepara- 
tions for the rebuilding of our church, we often took our seat in 
the cool of the evening, after a hard day’s Jabor, on one of the 
largest, having before us the confused mass of ruins to which the 
hurricane had reduced our missionary premises. A child, that 
was generally playing about at this time of day, and was always 
pleased to see us re-occupy our former resting place, used to call 
it the “happy stone.” When our Brethren and Sisters from 
Sharon came to the laying of the foundation of our new church, 
they gave it as their opinion, that the stone we had already pre- 
pared for this purpose was too small, and the “ happy stone” was 
in consequence selected to take the place of it. To us, it may 
easily be believed, this exchange was equally agreeable and in- 
teresting, the stone in question being associated in our minds with 
the awakening and conversion of not a few members of our little 
flock. 

“In the midst of many trials connected with the prosecution 
of our labors at this place, we are constrained to exclaim, * The 
Lorp hath done all things well! His holy name be praised.’ 
Not only hath He helped us wonderfully through all our diffi- 
culties, but He has also vouchsafed to us evident proofs, that He 
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has heard our prayers for the opening of the eyes of many among 
the benighted negro population around us. The number of our 
hearers is considerably increased, and some of them come from 
very disiant estates. Our school, likewise, is more numerously 
attended than ever; indeed, we cannot accommodate all who come 
to us for instruction. May the Lorp continue to us these cheer- 
ing prospects, and enable us to rejoice the hearts of our kind and 
generous friends, by reports of the progress of His work at this 
station.” “J. G. Zirre..” 


TOBAGO. 


REP@RT CONCERNING THE PROGRESS OF THE MISSION IN THE 
ISLAND OF TOBAGO, DECEMBER 1531. 


“Iw the course of the year 1830, a commencement was made 
of holding a weekly service for the negroes in Montgomery 
chapel, at which various portions both of the historical and 
prophetic books of the Old Testament were expounded, and their 
relation to the person, offices, and work of Curist our Saviour 
clearly pointed out. The effect hereby produced upon the minds 
of the negroes, who attended in great numbers, far exceeded our 
expectations; and ever since that period, a greater desire to hear 
the word of Gop has been evident among them. We can with 
truth state, that during the remainder of the year, particularly in 
Passion-week, and on Easter-Sunday, our chapel could not contain 
the number of people who desired admittance. It is true that the 
attendance has not continued equally numerous, but we do not 
on this account despair; we believe it was the Spirit of Gop 
who opened the minds of the negroes for the reception of divine 
truth, and we therefore do not doubt that He will. continue to 
carry on His gracious operations in their hearts. It is also de- 
serving of notice, that the negroes who now aitend, are not con- 
fined to one or two estates, as was the case formerly, but come 
more or less from thirteen different properties to Montgomery 
chapel. Our field of labor in the windward part of the island 
has likewise at times afforded us much cause to rejoice, on account 
of the regular attendance of the negroes on the preaching of the 
Gospel. We have, however, to lament, that we are unable to 
labor as effectually among them as we could wish. The religious 
nstruction we impartis confined to the evening, and the manager's 
vouse is the only place in which we can meet; we have therefore 
yut little time and opportunity for conversing with the negroes 
ndividually, which certainly is of the greatest importance in a 
mission. A Missionary is thereby enabled to produce a greater 
effect on the minds of the negroes, and he has also a better oppor- 
tunity of leading them on in the way of truth; so that they may 
become not merely nominal Christians, but such according to the 
true meaning of the word; showing forth by their words and 
actions, that they have received power to become children of Gop 
through faith in Curist Jesus 
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“At Montgomery, no impediments of this kind impede the 
progress of the Mission, as will be seen by the following brief 
siatement of the number of negroes who have advanced in the 
privileges of the Church, during the present year. 

“ February 6th. Eight adults became members of our Church, 
by holy Baptism or reception, and eight others were received 
into the class of candidates. The chapel was crowded to excess 
at all the services. 

“ April 3d. Easter-Sunday, we had a day of great blessing, 
being permitted to proclaim to several eet negroes, the 
glorious resurrection of our blessed Redeemer. Our labors 
commenced early in the morning, and did not come to a close 
until nine o’clock in the evening; 7 infants, and 10 adults, were 
added to the Church by holy Baptism; and 13 to the class of 
candidates. 

*“ May 15th. We had also the favor to admit 3 adults to the 
holy Communion, after they had been previously confirmed. 

“ May 29th. Eleven adults were baptized, or received as mem- 
bers of the Church, and 17 added to the class of candidates. 

“ August 21st. Being the memorial-day of the commencement 
of the Brethren’s Missions among the Heathen, our chapel was 
crowded, and we had the pleasure to admit 15 adults, as members 
of our Church by holy Baptism or reception, and to add 16 to the 
class of candidates. 

“On the 16th October, 9 adults were baptized or received, 
and 15 added to the class of candidates. 

“ Total number baptized or received as members of the Church 
at Montgomery this year, 53 adults; and 69 added to the class of 
candidates, up to the present date. 

* The following is a statement of the number of negroes under 
our charge, and receiving instruction at Montgomery, and on the 
Windward-estates. 

“At Montgomery, 102 adult members, of whom 15 are com- 
municants, 80 baptized children, and 120 Creoles, entered on our 
list as scholars ; 200 candidates and new people :—together 502. 
On the Windward-estates, 5 adults, and 63 children, baptized ; 
and 128 candidates and new people, on the list :—Total 688. 

‘‘ We commend the work of Gop intrusted to our charge, to 
the kind remembrance of all our dear friends, and to their faithful 
intercession at the throne of grace. 

“W. Eperman. G. H. Zertscue.” 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER W. EBERMAN. 


“ Montgomery, February 29th, 1832. 


“Dear Brotuer,—Brother and Sister Wright, who have 
accepted their call to succeed us in this Mission, have not yet 
arrived, but are daily expected. My own health is now fully 
established, so that I cannot hope, nor have I a wish, to remain 
idle lepg. Our Saviour will best know where to place me; and 
Vou. IV.—59 
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that I may be accounted worthy still to labor in His vineyard, 
for the promotion of His honor and glory, is my constant prayer. 
The work of Gop, I am thankful to say, continues to prosper in 
this island. Our meetings are numerously attended, and new 
people flock in again to have their names inserted in our books. 
Commending myself and my dear wife to your affectionate 
intercessions at the throne of grace, 
“ W. Eserman.” 


Note. Brother and Sister Eberman, having retired to the United 
States, reside for the present at Litiz, Pennsylvania, where Brother 
Eberman has received a temporary appointment. 





[From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.) 
SURINAM. 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER JOHN R. PASSAVANT. 


“ Paramaribo, February 25th, 1832. 


“My Dear Baotnenr,—This is the first time I address you 
from this distant post. The occasion of my writing is to express 
our thanks to the British and Foreign Bible Society, for their 

oodness in sending us, nine months ago, the first copies of the 

egro-English Testament, which they kindly printed for our use, 
oan the receipt of which has already been announced by my 
predecessor, BrotherGenth. The Society directed us to transmit 
to them the amount of what might be sold, when opportunity 
Offered. This 1 now do, and enclose a draft for 250 Dutch guilders 
a 201. sterling,) which I beg you to deliver to the committee. 

ne hundred guilders are from the Surinam Bible Association, 
the rest from other purchasers. Though the sum is but trifling, 
it will, I am persuaded, be considered of value as coming from 
negroes belonging to our congregation. We hope to receive 
more ; and, according to the kind offer of the Bible Society, shall, 
apply to them for a new edition when the present one is exhausted. 

“This work is an invaluable present made to our colony, and 
particularly useful in our schools. In this language (and the negro 
population understands no other) the works previously printed 
were only a few small elementary books, and a hymn-book ; but 
now we have the word of Gop, which, blessed be His name, ap- 
proves itself, indeed, the power of Gop unto salvation to all that 
believe. In Christendom it does not seem as if this treasure was 
sufficiently appreciated; but in a heathen country, we learn to 
value it, especially when we see how much is wanting, where 
the word of Gop is alike unimpressed on the heart and on the 
memory. 

“T am thankful to say, that the work of the Lorp extends in 
this city, and even, by slow degrees, on the plantations. Of these 
we may scarcely visit one in fifty, and the mass of the negro 
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population lives in as heathenish a state as they did a century ago. 
In this respect, our schools are a most important means of in- 
struction ; the children learn to read, and as they are, by degrees, 
distributed all over the colony, and get into shies to which we 
may not have access, if they can read, and carry the New Testament 
with them, they supply the place of teachers, of which we have 
had several encouraging proofs. Even in the city, the negroes 
themselves become better acquainted with the Gospel, and I am 
always delighted when I enter one of the huts, to see a New 
Testament lying in it, and to find that the children read it to 
their parents. I lately entered a negro cottage, and found that 
the mistress was reading it to the negroes. All this good has 
been effected by the printing of the Negro-English New 
Testament. 

“Sometimes we are called to visit English residents, as no 
English minister resides in Paramaribo, and to speak a word of 
comfort to them on their sick beds. We do it as well as we can 
in their language, and direct them to our Saviour. Could you not 
procure for us some copies of the New Testament, in small print, 
in English, French, and Danish. These would be a most accepta- 
ble present; and if you could add some tracts in these languages, 
they would be useful among the sailors. In general, we enjoy 
good health, some occasional indispositions common to hot climates 
excepted. From without we continue to enjoy peace and rest. 
I bless Gop daily that I am favored to labor in this fruitful field, 
and account it a privilege to serve the poor negroes of this colony 
with the gospel. 

“Joun Ruvotpm Passavant.” . 


From a letter of a somewhat earlier date, addressed to the 
Directors of the Missions in Germany, the following additional 
particulars are extracted. 

“Brother Treu and his wife, arrived at Paramaribo, on New- 
Year's Day, after a dangerous voyage of two months and a half, 
at the close of which, the vessel ran aground on the shallows at 
the mouth of the Surinam, and remained immoveable for some 
days. At the close of the year, the congregation numbered above 
2000 members. A hand printing-press, given by the Zeyst 
Missionary Society, proved a valuable acquisition to the negro 
school, as the Missionaries were thereby enabled to furnish the 
children with scriptare histories and other suitable pieces. 
Brother Bobmer had paid a visit to the remote plantation, Ber- 
gendaal, where the negroes were much pleased again to see a 
teacher, after the lapse of a year, and appeared very desirous to 
hear the Gospel preached to them. They continue to take great 
pains in learning. Several of them visited Paramaribo, at Christ- 
mas, and afforded the Missionaries real pleasure. A prospect 
of enlarged usefulness, likewise, seems to open to the Brethren, 
on a few plantations on the lower COmmewyne.” 
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[Translated for the Miss. Int. from German Accounts, printed 1823, No. 1V.] 


Memoirs or Davin Nitscuman, Sen., who departed this life at 
Bethlehem, April 14th, 1758 ; written by himself. 


I was born September 20th, 1676, at Zauchtenthal in Moravia. 
My parents, John and Catharine Nitschman, had meetings at their 
house every week, on which occasions the room was often 
crowded to excess. When I was five years of age, I was sent to 
school. At that time we were favored with a minister who was 
very much attached to us, and who, whenever he was to preach 
at Zauchtenthal, would lodge at my father's house. There was 
no occasion for hiding our hymn books in his presence; but on 
one occasion he remarked; *“*When once I am gone, you will 
have to secrete your books with greater care.” Two years after, 
he departed this life. His successor was a different character, 
and said to us, that, like Saul of old, when he would have 
slain all that believed in Jesus Cunist, so would he gladly have 
all despatched that were dissenters from the Catholic faith. On 
those Sundays when he preached at Schoenau, we fancied our- 
selves most secure ; but several times he procured a substitute to 
preach for him there, and riding posthaste to Zauchtenthal, unex- 
pectedly entered the meeting, and carried off all the books he 
could find. 

I attended school till I was ten years of age, and afterward 
had to drive a team, or tend the horses in pasture. For several 
years my father paid no attention to my education, when he unex- 
pectedly examined me, and spoke so severely that it cut me to 
the quick, for all I had learned at school, had nearly escaped 
my memory; in the course of a few weeks, however, by Tint 
of industry and application, I soon recovered what I had Jost. 
The death of both my parents, which took place in my sixteenth 
year, fell like a dead weight upon my mind, and threw me into a 
melancholy mood. For nearly three years, I avoided all com- 
pany, and lived a very retired life. After that period I imbibed 
such a taste for riotous living, that I spent in this woy more than 
three years. One day, however, I left a dancing party, and sat 
down in the dark corner of a room; for a voice within my bosom 
warned me to forsake such amusements, and testified that I 
would have no peace, but incur final perdition, if I did not desist. 
Such convictions I often had; they restrained me from greater 
excesses, and brought me back to more serious reflections. At 
such seasons I had recourse on Sundays to a diligent perusal of 
my Bible, and other religious books. 

At the age of twenty-six, I entered the married state with Anne, 
daughter of Andrew Schneider. We lived together in harmony 
for thirty-five years, the Lorp blessing our union with four 
children, After we had been married four years, I bought some 
property at Kunewalde, and moved thither. «It appeared to me 
as though I entered a dark forest; wherever I came, I found 
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nothing but strife and contention. On Sunday I inquired of those 
with whom I had formed an acquaintance, whether they would 
join me in singing the praises of Gop; when they assenting, we 
sang several of the Brethren’s hymns, and I read a sermon 
from Martin Moller’s works, explaining to them what they did 
not understand, which made a great impression upon their minds. 
I requested at parting, that they would come to my house the 
next time, and they did so. I also began to visit other places, 
and at first met with a cordial reception; but on coming the third 
time, the exercises of one hour seemed too long, and they began 
to talk together. I therefore again withdrew into retirement. 
The young people, however, soon called to see me and exercise 
themselves in singing. I had to copy the hymns for their use, 
and thus I transcribed entire hymn books for this purpose. My 
new friends all became very much attached to me, and through- 
out the congregation I was caressed. This fanned my pride 
excessively, and finally proved a source of so much distress and 
anxiety to me, as to become an intolerable burthen; until I cried 
to the Lorp to deliver me, which prayer he very soon granted. 
Three months after, one evening while we were about taking 
supper, Brother David Nitschman (subsequently the first bishop 
of the renewed Brethren’s Church) came from Zauchtenthal to 
Kunewalde, and requested me to go along with him, to see a 
certain man at such a place. I begged him to wait a moment, 
but he refused, saying he would go on before. I had no rest and 
ran after him, and when I came to the spot he had designated, I 
found several brethren from Zauchtenthal assembled, together 
with Christian David, then a stranger to me. After being silent 
for some time, he went into an adjoining chamber for a few mo- 
ments, and when he returned, we all knelt down and prayed. 
We rose, and being again seated, he read the fifth chapter of 
Matthew, and discoursed on the beatitudes. What he said, I 
cordially —— of as true, and immediately resolved to become 
altogether the Saviour’s property, let me fare as I would. In 
consequence I became so much attached to Christian David, that 
I could have left all and gone with him. This time he was on 
his way to the Rev. Mr. Steinmetz, subsequently prior of Kloster- 
bergen. On my return home, I told my children what Christian 
David had said; they were all greatly delighted, and felt anxious 
to see him. He soon after returned from Teschen, and preached 
a sermon for us. My son Melchior, who much regretted that he 
had not been present on the late occasion, seated himself by his 
side. A great many people had collected, and all were deeply 
impressed, like those to whom Peter preached a crucified Saviour 
in the house of Cornelius. (Acts x.) The immediate result of 
this meeting was a great revival in our place. We met three 
times a week, and our numbers daily increased. Several weeks 
after, our meetings were prohibited, and we were threatened with 
a fine of 100 dollars, beside corporeal punishment. We met, 
however, on Sunday afternoon at two o’clock. My house was 
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crowded to excess by upward of 150 souls, old and young. My 
son Melchior held a discourse, and that being ended, the warden 
of the town entered the room in great trepidation, and snatched 
up all the books we had, and hastily retired. When he was gone, 
we united in singing one of Luther's hymns. Next day all of us, 
that were heads of families, had to appear at the warden’s office. 
‘Twenty of us were cast into different prisons. Nitschman, the 
shoemaker, Quitt and myself, were put together in the same hold, 
where we had to remain for three days without any nourishment, 
it being the intention of our enemies to starve us to death. On 


the third day our wives carried us some provisions, but they were 
not admitted by the jailer, in hopes that we would not be able to 
hold out much longer. A pane of glass being broken in a window 


of the third story, I called out to them through this apertare, to 
return home and not come again, because we did not suffer the 
least hunger. The jailer hearing this, informed the warden, and 
that same evening they set us at large, with the strict injunction 
to meet no more in future. Some weeks after, the lord of the 
manor instituted a court of inquiry. I being the burgomaster, 
was cited alone, and questioned why we had ventured to disobey 
the positive orders we had received? I replied, that we had not 
met according to the fashion of the world, to play cards, curse, 
riot, and get drunk on Sundays, at tippling and gaming houses ; 
but for the purpose of praying and singing hymns, to praise and 
bless our divine Saviour. It was said, that we had prayed to the 
devil; but I remarked, that the devil would never induce men to 
do what was good, but only that which was evil. Although the 
whole court made use of the most outrageous language toward 
me, yet the Saviour vouchsafed to me his grace, to plead my 
cause in a becoming manner. I departed from their presence 
unmolested, with a cheerful heart, returning thanks to Lorp 
for his gracious assistance. ‘Three months after, Count Harrach, 
the lord of the manor, arrived in person, and treated us very se- 
verely. We were fettered two and two together, and put into 
the stocks ; being sentenced to hard labor for a long time, and to 
pay a fine of 100 dollars beside. A fortnight after, the Count 
returned home. Previous to his departure, i entreated him not 
to afflict us with so severe an imprisonment, and addressed him 
in such terms, that he could not refrain from tears. But he 
turned away from us, and said: “ My children, I can help you 
no longer; you are now in the hands of the consistory.” Seven 
weeks after this, two commissioners deputed by the consistory, 
arrived, in order to put us upon our trial. On giving them a 
reason of the hope that was within me, they called me an arch 
heretic, and threatened to deliver me into the hands of the fiscal. 
I was then lodged in custody for four days and three nights. The 
trial being ended, we were all confined in one room, chained two 
and two, except myself, who was put in irons separately. On 
Thursday evening, I said to my brethren: “‘To-night I shall 
take leave of you!” David Schneider immediately replied ; “I 
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will accompany you!” We had to defer the execution of our 
design till eleven o'clock at night. While revolving in my mind, 
how to get rid of my irons, holding my knife in my right hand, 
with the left I took up the lock to examine it—when, bebold! 
I found it open. I wept for joy, and said to David Schneider : 
“I now see it is the Saviour’s will that we should escape.” We 
took the irons from our legs without making any noise, took leave 
of the other brethren, and crossed the yard to look for a ladder. 
I went toward the entrance, which had two doors, and found them 
both open. This was accordingly the second sign that we should 
escape. We deposited the irons along the outside wall of the 
castle, and passed through the garden to my house, where we 
tarried a moment, until I had given instructions to my wife, how 
she should demean herself in case I should send a messenger to 
fetch her away. ‘That same night, January 25th, 1725, we walked 
twenty-five miles, till we got to Oderberg, where we stayed three 
days with Count Henkel. From thence we went by way of 
Pablowitz to Neuendorf, to the worthy Magister Bulle. I sent 
for my wife and children to follow me to this place. Ten days 
after, I took leave of David Schneider and Magister Bulle, and 
went to Saxony. The Lorp kindly helped me along, until I 
happily came to Pastor Rothe at Berthelsdorf. I frankly told 
him what was the object of our coming, and freely opened my 
heart to him. He gave mea very friendly reception, and became 
greatly attached to me. The same day I went to Herrnhut; but 
Jount Zinzendorf was then absent at Dresden. His grandmother 
felt deeply interested in my case, and wished to give me immediate 
employment on her domains. [ told her, that being a stranger, 
her Grace would be a sufferer through my ignorance; yet I had 
to submit. The engagement, however, proved difficult and even 
injurious to me. My understanding was truly enlightened, but 
my heart was not yet given up to the Saviour. Whenever I went 
to church, the minister was sure to describe my whole case, which 
always created great uneasiness and distress of mind. I now 
obtained a full discovery of the corruptions of my heart. Three 
years I remained in this unsettled state. But about that time a 
great revival took place at Herrnhut. When at home in the even- 
ing, in the rear of my house, wherever I turned my eyes, I would 
see persons on their knees, weeping and praying, and the same 
an spirit came upon me likewise. I thank the Lorp to this 
day, for the mercy then vouchsafed to me, a poor sinner. 

Having spent nearly nine years very happily at Herrnhut, I was 
called to serve the mission in St. Croix. We left Herrnhut in 
1733, accompanied by the prayers of the congregation, and every 
where met with a favorable reception, especially at Stettin and 
Copenhagen. Our new friends at the latter place became most 
tenderly attached to us, and at the time of our departure, con- 
ducted us on board ofthe ship. We lay thrée weeks in the harbor 
of Copenhagen, and afterward thirteen weeks on the coast of 
Norway. There we twice celebrated the holy sacrament in the 
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woods, and had a most comfortable enjoyment of the Saviour's 
presence. June 11th, we arrived at St. Thomas, where we found 
our dear Brother Leonard Dober, (the first missionary of our 
Church in this island,) in good health and spirits, and returned 
thanks with cheerful hearts to our Saviour for his gracious pro- 
tection in so many trials and dangers. We entered with great 
activity upon our labors, visiting our negro brethren, and remaining 
thirteen weeks on the island, where in a short time three of our 
company departed this life, viz; the Brethren John Boehm and 
David Weber, and Sister Fiedler. We then crossed over to St. 
Croix, our original place of destination. There we had such 
heavy rains, that we literally lived in the water. We had erected 
three tents, but the water penetrating every where, one after the 
other of our company fell sick and died ; whereupon I made their 
coffins, and Brother Schenk, Fiedler, and myself, interred their 
remains. There too I consigned the body of my beloved Anne 
to the silent grave. 

I remained two years and a half in the island, during which 
period we had fifteen negroes regularly attending our morning 
and evening prayers. Circumstances finally compelled us to think 
of returning to Europe. July 28th, 1736, we left St. Croix for 
St. Thomas, where Brother Schenk was taken ill the week after 
our arrival, and died after two days’ sickness. August 18th, we 
left St. Thomas, and arrived at Copenhagen after a voyage of 
eight weeks. From this place I travelled on foot to Herrnhut, 
and on my whole route did not meet with a single individual, 
who could enter into the spirit of the cause which the Brethren 
had espoused. After a stay of fourteen months at Herrnhut, I 
went to Pilgerruh, where having lived two years, I travelled to 
Marienborn in 1740. Here it was resolved that I should, with 
my daughter Anne, accompany a colony of Brethren and Sisters 
to Pennsylvania. We embarked for England, where, owing to 
contrary winds, we lay six weeks at anchor in the harbor of Ply- 
mouth, and after a voyage of nine weeks arrived at Philadelphia. 
The Brethren, that had gone before us to America, we found at 
Nazareth, where we also tarried during the winter, and in the 
spring of 1741 we went into the forest, and commenced the 
building of Bethlehem. 

Here ends his own narrative. 

It was in the month of March 1741, that this venerable patriarch, 
together with David Nitschman the bishop, Anthony Seyfert, 
Martin Mack, John Bochner, Matthew Seybold, David Zeisberger 
and his parents, commenced the building of Bethlehem, at such 
an inclement season, that in felling and squaring the timber, he 
stood knee deep in the snow. He continued unremittingly en- 
gaged at this hard labor, in which he found few that could cope 
with him, until 1747; thus we may justly say, and must gratefully 
acknowledge, that “ he hath built us a synagogue,” (Luke vii. 5,) 
(our favorite Bethlehem,) at the advanced age of upward of seventy 
years. After this period his strength began to decline; still he 
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continued to interest himself warmly for the cause of Gop, both 
at Bethlehem and elsewhere, and rejoiced in its progressive ad- 
vancement. The last ten or cleven years of his life, he spent in 
prayerful communion with the Lorp, blessing and being blest. 
The spiritual growth of the children in the congregation, as well 
as the conversion of the Indians, gave him particular pleasure. 
He was the friend and the delight of every one: strangers as well 
as members of the Church, coming on a visit to Bethlehem, were 
happy to accept of his hospitality; he in turn was delighted to 
see them, and entertained them in the old Moravian style. He 
was an industrious penman, keeping up a brisk correspondence 
with the Brethren at the different outposts; he would favor his 
friends with little poetical effusions on their birthdays; and when- 
ever brethren arrived from Europe, they were his joy and he was 
theirs. 

During the last years of his life, he suffered much with the gout. 
April 4th, 1758, a renewed attack of this complaint seized the 
vital parts of his system. He was patient and affectionate, and 
would repeatedly say: **My hour will soon come.” April 14th, 
a day previous to the sacramental season, he remarked to Brother 
Spangenberg, that in conversing with the widowed brethren, (who 
were under his special charge,) he had found them all in a happy 
frame, and added: “but I shall not be with you this time.” 
Brother Spangenberg, on leaving the room, said: “ Father! 

* The Saviour’s sufferings, death, and blood, 
Remain thy heart’s delight, 
Until thy pulse shall cease to beat ; 
Then faith is changed to sight.’” 
He replied : 
© The Saviour'’s blood and righteousness, 
My beauty is, my glorious dress ! 
Thus well array’d, I need not fear, 
When in his presence I appear.” 

In the afternoon, he once more gently raised himself; but hardly 
had he reclined again, when his soul was caught up into the man- 
sions of rest above. Brother Spangenberg imparted to him the 
last blessing in the presence of Peter Boehler and several other 
Brethren—and thus did this venerable and beloved patriarch end 
his mortal pilgrimage, at the age of eighty-one years, six months, 
and sixteen days. 





[From Bishop Risler’s “‘ Select Narratives,” &c.] 


NARRATIVE OF EVENTS IN BOHEMIA AND MORAVIA, PRIOR TO 
THE ORIGIN OF THE UNITED BRETHREN’S CHURCH IN THOSE 
COUNTRIES. 

(Concluded from page 144.) 
Tue introduction of the Roman ritual created gencral discon- 


tent among the Bohemians, who, after Bishop Dithmar’s death, 
Vor. IV.—60 
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sent two deputies to Rome, Bolehost and Mislibor, to request the 
Pope to permit them to use their own language in the services of 
the church. After long delays and continued applications, they 
were at length suffered to return home with a grant of the privi- 
lege they desired. But they did not long enjoy this liberty ; 
succeeding popes refusing to confirm the privileges granted 
their predecessor. The Bohemians, however, stood firm, thoug 
repeated orders were sent from Rome, to compel them to discon- 
tinue the use of the ritual in their own language. During this 
contest, which had now lasted above a hundred years, the brave 
duke Wratislas succeeded to the government. He had rendered 
great service to the emperor, who on that account conferred upon 
him the title of King of Bohemia, and he therefore expected that 
he should the more easily obtain a confirmation of the liberties 
formerly granted to the Bohemians; to effect which, he sent an 
embassy to the Pope in the year 1079. But the ambitious Pope 
Gregory VIL, who claimed an unlimited power, beyond that of 
any of his predecessors, not only over the whole Christian Church, 
but over all kings and princes, sent him the following answer :-— 
“Cinecory, bishop and servant of the servants of Gop, sends 
greeting and benediction to the Bohemian prince, Wratislas. 
Your highness desires that we may give permission to your people 
to conduct their church-service according to the old Sclavonian 
ritual. But know, dear son, that we can by no means grant this 
your request: for having frequently searched the Holy Scriptures, 
we have there discovered, that it has pleased, and still pleases 
Atmiouty Gop, to direct his worship to be conducted in hidden 
language, that not every one, especially the simple, might under- 
stand it. For if it were to be performed in a manner altogether 
intelligible, it might easily be exposed to contempt and disgust ; 
or if imperfectly understood by half-learned persons, it might 
happen, that by hearing and contemplating the word too fre- 
quently, errors might be engendered in the hearts of the people, 
which would not be easily eradicated. Let no one pretend to 
quote as a precedent, that formerly exceptions were made in 
favor of new converts and simple souls. ‘True it is, that in the 
primitive Chureh much was coneeded to upright and well-meaning 
people; but much injury and many heresies were thereby created : 
insomuch, that when the Christian Church spread more and more, 
and became better grounded, it was plainly perceived, that from 
the root of such ill-timed indulgence many errors had sprung up, 
which required great labor and pains to suppress. erefore, 
what your people ignorantly require, can in nowise be conceded 
to them; and we now forbid it, by the power of Gop and his 
holy apostle Peter, and exhort you, for the sake of the honor of 
Atmiouty Gop, that you oppose such levity of sentiment by 
every possible means, in conformity to this our command. Given 
at Rome, in the year 1079.” 
In such imperious language did then, and for a long time after, 
the Popes of Rome address kings and princes. By this insolent 
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edure, the aversion of the Bohemians against the rites of the 
omish Church increased ; but being at length wearied out by 
the repeated and positive decrees of the Popes, they began to 
relax in their zeal for purity of doctrine and worship, when in 
the year 1146, at the most seasonable peried, the Waldenses 
came into Bohemia, by whom the faithful people were anew en- 
couraged to adhere firmly to the truth, as hey had received it in 
the beginning. 

The endeavors of the Roman pontifis, till toward the middle 
of the fourteenth century, were principally directed to the intro- 
duction of the Latin ritual into the church-service of Moravia and 
Bohemia. But in the reign of the emperor Charles IV. an attempt 
was made to enforce the general adoption of all the corruptions 
and abuses of the western Church. ith this view, in the year 
1350, the bishopric of Prague was raised to an archbishopric, 
by the ee and the Emperor; and a university founded, which 
was furnished with Italian and German professors. ‘These people 
not only introduced the Latin language and Popish ceremonies 
into the churches, but prohibited the marriage of the clergy, and 
denied to the people the use of the blessed-cup in the holy sacra- 
ment. Such as desired to receive both the bread and wine, 
according to the institution of our Saviour, were now obliged to 
partake of it in their dwellings, or in remote and hidden seams ; 
many upright ministers being yet found, who were willing, even 
in spite of abuse and the danger of their lives, to administer it in 
this form. Those nobles indeed, who feared to lose the favor 
and emoluments of the court, were by degrees persuaded to adopt 
all the opinions and forms of the Romish Church; but yet even 
among such as outwardly joined her worship, there were many, 
both in Bohemia and Moravia, who secretly employed their in- 
fluence to oppose the prevailing errors. It also pleased Gop to 
raise up several men of high station in the Church, who bore 
public testimony against the increasing corruption, both in 
churches and colleges, and even in the castle church at Prague. 
Among these, John Militsch, master of arts, and a learned and 

ious man, born of a noble family in Moravia, was distinguished. 

n 1360, he was appointed minister of the castle church at Prague, 
where he found such acceptance, that he often preached three 
times in one day, to crowded and eager auditories, in the Bohe- 
mian, and also, to accommodate strangers, in the German lan- 
guage. Both by his spiritual exhortations, and his exemplary 
conduct, many were influenced to forsake their wicked course 
of life. He also established a seminary at Prague, for the instrue- 
tion of young men in scriptural divinity ; and in general, by the 
bold and fearless manner in which he delivered his doctrines, 
both from the pulpit and the press, caused many people in Bohe- 
mia and other countries, to withdraw from.the communion of the 
the Church of Rome. The Emperor, Charles II., esteemed 
this man highly; but the hatred of the Pope against him was 
greatly increased by his coming to Rome, whither, as he himself 
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writes, his conscience urged him to go, in order to bear a publie 
testimony against the doctrines and dissolute lives of the popish 
clergy; for which, on his return, he was cast into prison by 
Ernestus, archbishop of Prague. The prelate, however, being 
soon after obliged to release him, for fear of the people, by whom 
he was highly respected, he went and preached in Moravia, 
Silesia, and Poland. Persecution followed him even into this 
remote country, for the Pope sent an order to the Archbishop of 
Gnesen, to use the utmost rigor in putting the ecclesiastical laws 
in force against this excommunicated heretic. The cruel edict 
arrived too late; for it had pleased the Lorp to call his faithful 
servant, whom he had blessed with such success in advancing his 
kingdom, into everlasting joy, by an easy and happy death. 

Some years before Militsch, and afterward, in conjunction 
with him, Conrad Stiekna distinguished himself at Prague, by 
boldly preaching the Gospel. He was a native of Austria, where 
at that time many faithful confessors of the truth lived in peace. 
He zealously reprobated from the pulpit the vices prevailing in 
his day ; sparing neither the clergy nor the court, not fearing the 
loss of fame or life. His discourses frequently produced great 
effect. Having once with great zeal, declaimed against the pomp 
and indecency of dress then in fashion, the ladies of rank at Prague 
were so affected, that they immediately laid aside their vain and 
gaudy attire, and substituted a dress more simple and becoming. 
Like Militsch, he exhorted his hearers to the proper and devout 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and to receive both the bread 
and wine. He died in 1369, and was buried in the burying-ground 
belonging to the castle church, leaving his name in blessed re- 
membrance, as a faithful witness of the truth. 

Of the same spirit was his contemporary, Matthew Janowsky. 
He had studied divinity at Paris, and was the favorite confessor 
of the Emperor, but also a zealous preacher against the abuses 
and sins prevailing in the Church. As he enjoyed the Emperor's 
confidence, he besought him that he would attempt the reform of 
the Church by a general council. The Emperor answered, that 
this power belonged exclusively to the Pope of Rome; to whom 
therefore he immediately applied. The Pope was so much ex- 
asperated by the proposal, that he did not rest till he had com- 
pelled the Emperor to banish his faithful friend Janowsky. Being, 
however,’soon permitted to return to his native country, he closed 
his useful life in peaceful retirement in the year 1394. On Wits 
death-bed he comforted his friends with the hopes of better times. 
“The rage of the enemies of the truth,” said he, “‘ seems now to 
prevail, but it will not always remain so: for there shall arise a 
small mean people, without sword or power, which the adversary 
shall not be able to withstand.” He added, that only one of that 
company should see it. This was one Wenceslas, who lived to 
so great an age, that, sixty years after, he was witness to the 
formation of the Cuurcu or Tae Unirep Breruren, and became 
a member of that little community 
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It is worthy of notice, that about this time, when so many serv- 
ants of Curist appeared in Bohemia, that great witness of the 
truth, John Wickliff, arose in England, and boldly opposed the 
corrupt principles prevailing in the Church. He was professor 
of divinity in the University at Oxford, and a man of uncommon 
talents. He carefully searched the Scriptures; and, on account 
of his diligence in expounding them, was called by way of emi- 
nence, “The Evangelical Teacher.” He recommended to all 
Christians, but especially to the clergy, carefully to read the 
Bible ; and he even translated the Holy Scriptures into English, 
that he might put them into the hands of the laity, though con- 
trary to the popish injunctions. Both his discourses and his 
writings, which were numerous and well suited to the times, pro- 
duced considerable effect in the minds both of his countrymen 
and of foreigners. A man of known piety and true biblical know- 
ledge, who attacked the reigning errors and dissolute lives of the 
clergy in the Romish Church, could not long escape persecution ; 
but the political situation of England prevented his enemies from 
entirely crushing him and his doctrines, during his life. It was 
not till the year 1415, twenty-eight years after his death, that the 
Council of Constance condemned him as a heretic; and the 
Pope even ordered his remains to be taken up and burnt. 


Enumeration of all the Missionary Stations of the United Bri 
thren's Church, together with the names of the Missionaries 
employed, toward the close of the year 1832. 

I. Greentannp.—Commenced 1733. 

4 Settlements.—New-Herrnhut, Lichtenfels, Lichtenau, and Fre- 
dericksthal. 

25 Missionaries.—Married, Grillich, Tietzen, Eberle, Mehlhose, 
Mueller, J. Koegel, Kleinschmidt, Ihrer, Lehman; unmarried, 
Herbrich, Richter, C. Koegel, Lund, Baus, Ulbricht, De Fries. 

Il. Lasrapor.—1770. 

1 Settlements.—Nain, Hopedale, Okkak, and Hebron. 

28 Missionaries.—Married, Lundberg, Henn, Meisner, Kunath, 
Koerner, Knaus, Beck, Glitsch, Stock, Mentzel, Mohrhardt ; 
widower, Stuerman ; unmarried, Hertzberg, Fritsche, Albreclit, 
Kruth, Freytag. 

Il. Nortnu America.—1734. 

3 Settlements.—New-Fairfield, in Upper Canada; Spring-Place, 
and Oochgelogy, in Georgia. 

6 Missionaries.—Married, Luckenbach, Miksch, Clauder. 

IV. Sourn America.—1735. 

1 Settlement.—Paramaribo. 

14 Missionarics.—Married, Passavant, Graf, Voigt, Boelmer 

Hartman, Schmidt, Treu 
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V. Danisu West Inpvtes.—1732. 


7 Settlements, or Stations.—New-Herrnhut and Niesky, in St. 
Thomas; Friedensthal, Friedensberg, and Friedensfeld, in St. 
Croix ; Bethany and Emmaus, in St. Jan. 

38 Missionaries.—Married, Sybrecht, Damus, Wied, Boohof, 
Schmidt, Eder, Klingenberg, Mueller, Freytag, Sparmeyer, 
Keil, Staude, Plattner, Kleint, Blitt, Popp, Schmitz, Meyer, 
Junghans. 


VIL. Barrisn West Inpies. 


Jamaica.—175A. 
6 Stations.—Fairfield, New-Eden, Irwin-Hill, New-Carmel, New- 
Fulneck, Mesopotamia. 
18 Missionarics.—Married, Ellis, Pemsel, Renkewitz, Light, 
Scholefield, Pfeiffer, Zorn, Ricksecker, Haman. 


Antigua.—1756. 
65 Stations.—St. John’s, Newfield, Cedar-hall, Gracehill, and 
Gracebay. 
24 Missionarics.—Married, Harvey, Thraen, Zellner, Morrish, 
Manizer, Coates, Simon, Bayne, Shick, Coleman, Brunner ; 
widower, Newby ; unmarried, Moehne. 


Barbadoes.—1765. 


2 Stations.—Sharon and Mount Tabor. 
6 Missionarics.—Married, Taylor, Klose, Zippel. 


St. Kitt’s.— 1775. 
3 Stations.—Basseterre, Bethesda, and Bethel. 
10 Missionaries.—Married, Robbins, Biegler, Hoch, Kochte, 
Seitz. 
Tobago.—1790—renewed 1826. 


1 Station.—Montgomery. 
4 Missionaries.—Married, Wright, Zetsche. 


VII. Sourn Arrica.—1736—renewed 1792. 


6 Settlements.—Gnadenthal, Groenekloof, Hemelen-Aarde, Elim, 
Enon, and Shiloh. 

38 Missionaries.—Married, Hallbeck, Stein, Nauhaus, Sonder- 
man, Clemens, Lemmertz, Lehman, Meyer, Tietze, Teutsch, 
Luttringshausen, Genth, Halter, Hornig, Fritsch, Hoffman. 
Brauer ; widows, Kohrhammer and Schultz ; unmarried, Shopp- 
man, and Bonatz. 


Torat.—4?2 Stations, and 211 Missionaries; being an increase of 
1 station and 2 missionaries, since the close of 1831. 
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RECENT INTELLIGENCE 


1. Danish West India Islands.—The centenary jubilee of our 
first mission—that in St. Thomas, was celebrated in the three 
Danish islands, on the 21st of August, 1832, in the most solemn 
manner. Agreeably to an arrangement of the governor-general, 
the negroes were exempted from work, both on that day, and the 
preceding afternoon; when those belonging to New-Herrnhut, 
of their own accord, decorated the church and mission-house for 
that festive occasion. The white inhabitants of the islands, evinced 
a friendly interest, and kindly aided in conveying the aged and 
infirm blacks to their respective places of worship. After the 
public sermon, which was attended by officers of the government, 
and other respectable whites, three adulis were baptized. A love- 
feast followed, when a Jubilee Psalm in the Creole language was 
sung, and a letter from the Bishops and Elders of the Brethren’s 
Church to the seven negro congregations in the Danish Islands 
was communicated. It was a day of distinguished blessings, both 
to the missionaries and their flocks. Notwithstanding the con- 
course of people collected together, deep silence and attention 
prevailed, and many tears were shed. In St. Jan, the jubilee 
was celebrated in a similar manner. The three congregations in 
St. Croix, in compliance with the wishes of the governor-general, 
all united in vae assembly at Friedensfeld, where the celebration 
took place in the open air. About ten thousand persons attended 
the sermon, including the governor and his suite. The voices of 
this multitude, in singing anthems of praise, were accompanied 
by a band of music; and the utmost decorum was observed. 
In the different stations, thirty-seven persons altogether were on 
this day, by holy baptism, added to the Church of Carisr. 

2. Paramaribo.—In the night from the 3d to the 4th of Sep- 
tember, 1832, the town of Paramaribo was visited by a most 
destructive fire, which approached so near to our mission pre- 
mises, as to exhibit in their preservation a very distinguished 
interposition of Divine Providence. It was already proposed to 
take down the dwelling of our missionaries, in order to arrest the 
progress of the flames, when the hand of Gop put a stop to the 
conflagration. On the 2d of October, late in the evening, our 
premises were.a second time exposed to the most imminent peril ; 
an adjoining building having taken fire, after the inhabitants had 
retired to rest. Providentially, Brother Voigt awoke, in time to 
give the alarm, so as to prevent further destruction, which, a few 
moments later, would have been inevitable. For this repeated 
preservation, our Brethren were truly thankful ; while at the same 
time the frequent attempts of incendiaries, discovered within a 
few weeks, kept them, with the rest of the commanity, in painful 
suspense. 

3. Labrador.—The ship Harmony, on her late passage to 
Labrador, though surrounded on all sides by fields of ice, was, 
through the kind providence of Gop, wonderfully preserved, and 
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enabled to touch at all the four missionary stations on that 
inhospitable coast. Brother Kruth, proceeding from Hebron to 
Okkak, to assist in enlarging their place of worship, narrowly 
escaped shipwreck in a tremendous gale. The winter was very 
severe, Reaumur's thermometer ranging from 20 to 30 degrees, 


and in July, the bays were still covered with ice. The Esquimaux’ 


suffered greatly, from searcity of provisions, which however was 
somewhat mitigated at Nain and Okkak, by their success in taking 
seals with nets. The spiritual state of the mission there was 
encouraging, and the distribution of a newly-printed liturgy, for 
which the Esquimaux were very grateful, tended to enliven their 
devotions. At Hopedale, the encroachments of traders from the 
south, continued to exercise an unfavorable influence. At Nain, 
a new mission-house had been erected. The missionaries at 
Okkak were greatly encouraged by the diligence of their young 
people in acquiring knowledge. A year had elapsed, since 
Hebron, the fourth station, had been organized, and the Brethren 
had cause to magnify the Lorp for his gracious support. Of the 
102 inhabitants already collected there, 13 were from the northern 
parts of the country. On Easter-Sunday, 4 adults were baptized, 
as the first-fruits gathered in from among the Heathen at that 
place. The Esquimaux expressed themselves very gratefully 
for the privilege of having teachers among them, and promised 
in that spot, now called Hebron, where they formerly served 
Satan, to worship and serve the Redeemer. Though suffering 
from famine, they were cheerful, and ready to aid their teachers, 
who in their rude, temporary dwellings, endured many hardships 
and privations. 

4. Greenland.— March 31st, 1832, Brother and Sister Valentine 
Maller, after a visit of some months in Germany, embarked at 
Copenhagen on board the Hoealfisken, Captain Gram, on their 
return to Greenland. Brother and Sister Tietzen, and the single 
Brother, Valentine Richter, likewise sailed from the same port on 
the 7th April, in the ship Navigation, Captain Wang. The 
timber which has been so long required by our Missionaries at 
New-Herrnhut and Fredericksthal, for the completion of the 
churches at these stations, has at length been forwarded, and 
agreeably to the last accounts, has safely arrived at the latter 
place. 


OBITUARY NOTICE. 


Departed this life, at Litiz, Pennsylvania, on the 16th of 
February, 1833, Brother Abraham Reinke, aged 81 years, who 
had labored as a minister of the Gospel for half a century with 
great faithfulness, in different congregations of the United Bre- 
thren in America. 
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